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Foreword 

by 

JAMES  BYRON  HILLIARD,  President, 

THE  ALSTON- WILLIAMS-BODDIE-HILLIARD  SOCIETY 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  October  24,  1958,  Dr,  William  M. 
Mann,  Jr.  was  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Society  at  that  time,  Mr.  F. 
Graham  Williams,  Chairman  of  the  Yearbook  Committee.  During  the  months 
that  followed  he  devoted  much  time  and  effort  to  the  preparation  of  this  book, 
but  due  to  unforeseen  changes  in  his  professional  schedule,  it  became  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  function  to  the  fullest  in  that  capacity.  Therefore,  his 
request  to  be  relieved  of  these  duties  was  granted  by  me,  and  a  copy  of  his 
letter  of  resignation  and  one  other  from  him  which  are  felt  to  be  of  interest  to 
the  Society,  since  he  is  the  founder  of  our  Society,  have  been  printed  in  this 
book. 

At  the  time  of  his  resignation  the  material  for  the  "yearbook”  was  in  no 
organized  form.  However,  so  well  had  he  collected  and  preserved  the  records 
of  the  Society  for  its  first  publication  that  on  going  through  this  mass  of  ma¬ 
terial,  I  discovered  that  the  yearbook  was  not  in  the  distant  future  at  all;  for 
the  material  was  there  —  it  had  merely  to  be  "written  up,”  so  to  speak.  There¬ 
fore,  the  yearbook  committee,  some  of  whom  have  been  appointed  by  me,  was 
able  to  complete  the  manuscript  portion  of  the  yearbook  by  January  of  I960  — 
more  than  a  year  ago.  However,  the  collecting  and  sponsoring  of  family  por¬ 
traits  and  my  own  personal  illness  delayed  publication  still  further.  In  a  last 
minute  effort  to  get  this  book  to  the  press  before  our  next  annual  meeting  with 
as  many  family  portraits  in  it  as  possible,  I  requested  the  aid  of  the  founder 
of  the  Society,  Dr.  Mann,  although  he  had  already  contributed  more  than  his 
share  of  time  and  effort  toward  the  yearbook.  Because  of  his  professional 
schedule,  he  could  not  assume  any  official  position  on  the  committee,  but 
working  when  he  could  find  the  time  he  was  able  to  find  sponsors  for  more 
than  75  family  portraits  and  several  old  homes  which  were  eligible  to  be  pic¬ 
tured  in  the  yearbook  since  reunions  had  been  held  at  them. 

He  met  with  unexpected  success  regarding  the  portraits,  and  the  yearbook 
committee  felt  that  the  Society  should  issue  this  publication  as  a  book  published 
by  the  Society  rather  than  as  a  yearbook.  Thus,  it  was  decided  to  change  the 
name  of  this  publication  from  "yearbook”  to  Society  and  Family  Book.  Volume 
I;  and  it  is  now  given  to  you  that  you  may  read  and  glean  from  it  the  joy  it 
is  designed  to  bring  to  those  interested  in  this  Society  and  in  these  families. 

When  one  realizes  that  it  was  not  until  September  9,  1958  that  the  first 
invitations  were  issued  by  the  Society,  he  will  realize  that  the  Society’s  first 
publication  is  not  overdue  as  long  as  it  may  appear. 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

March  20,  1961 

James  Byron  Hilliard 
President 
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Foreword 

If  one  searches  the  early  records  of  North  Carolina,  or  any  state 
for  that  matter,  he  will  find  that  certain  families  were  more  closely 
associated  with  each  other  than  with  other  families  in  the  general 
locality  in  which  they  lived.  If  one  searches  the  records  of  the  Alston, 
Williams,  Boddie,  and  Hilliard  families  of  North  Carolina  prior  to 
the  20th  century,  he  will  find  that  these  families  were  closely  bound 
to  each  other  by  ties  of  both  blood  and  friendship  to  an  uncanny  de¬ 
gree.  Their  histories  are  so  entwined  in  each  other’s  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  study  one  completely  without  studying  the  others.  Because 
of  these  close  ties,  it  was  felt  by  Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.  and 
several  other  members  of  one  or  more  of  these  families  that  a  Society 
composed  of  descendants  of  the  founders  of  these  four  families  should 
be  organized  rather  than  have  four  separate  societies. 

Therefore,  during  the  early  part  of  1958  Dr.  Mann  put  forth 
much  time  and  effort  laying  the  foundation  for  the  organizing  of  such 
a  society,  which  society  he  proposed  to  be  called  "The  Alston- Wil- 
liams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society.”  When  it  was  felt  that  everything  was 
ready  for  organizing  this  new  family  society,  his  ideas  were  presented 
to  other  members  of  these  families  at  a  luncheon  meeting  in  Warren- 
ton,  N.  C.,  sponsored  by  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams.  A  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  at  this  meeting  approved  the  formation  of  the  society,  and  the 
society  was  instituted  and  incorporated  on  June  21,  1958.  Now  that 
the  Society’s  first  year  of  existence  has  drawn  to  a  close,  it  gives  the 
Society  much  pleasure  to  present  to  its  members  and  other  interested 
persons  the  Society’s  first  yearbook. 

The  Yearbook  Committee 
September,  1959 


PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard,  Chairman 
Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston 
Mr.  Arthur  J.  Butt 
Mr.  James  J.  Banks 
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Part  I 

SOCIETY  HISTORY 


” Record  it  for  the  grandson  of  your  son.” 


— Nicholas  Vachel  Lindsay. 
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Articles  of  Incorporation 

of 

THE  ALSTON- WILLIAMS-BODDIE-HILLIARD  SOCIETY 

A  Non-Profit  Corporation 

We,  the  undersigned  natural  persons  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or 
more,  do  hereby  associate  ourselves  and  all  such  other  persons  as  may  hereafter 
associate  with  us  into  a  non-profit  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  as  contained  in  Chapter  55 A  of  the  General  Statures  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "Non-profit  Corporation  Act,”  and  the  several  amendments 
thereto,  and  to  that  end  do  hereby  set  forth: 

ARTICLE  I 

The  name  of  the  corporation  shall  be  "The  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hil- 
liard  Society.” 


ARTICLE  II 

The  period  of  duration  of  this  corporation  shall  be  perpetual. 

ARTICLE  III 

The  membership  in  this  corporation  shall  consist  of  those  persons  who 
have  instituted  and  established  the  same,  and  only  such  other  persons  as  shall 
be  eligible,  as  hereafter  provided  and  duly  admitted.  No  person  shall  be  eligible 
for  admission  as  a  member  unless  that  person  be  legally  descended  (it  being 
understood  that  those  legally  adopted  shall  have  full  rights  as  being  "legally 
descended”)  from  or  married  to  or  widow  or  widower  of  one  who  is  legally 
descended  from  one  or  more  of  the  following  persons: 

1.  JOHN  ALSTON,  one  of  the  early  colonists  of  North  Carolina,  who 
established  himself  in  the  colony  before  1710, 

2.  JOHN  WILLIAMS,  who  died  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  in  1692 
and  who  was  the  father  of  William  Williams,  one  of  the  early  colonists 
of  North  Carolina, 

3.  WILLIAM  BODDIE,  one  of  the  early  colonists  of  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  Va.  who  established  himself  there  in  l66l, 

4.  JEREMIAH  HILLIARD,  whose  widow  and  sons  came  to  North  Caro¬ 
lina  before  the  year  1728. 

However,  those  members  who  are  married  to  or  widows  or  widowers  of  those 
who  are  legally  descended  from  one  or  more  of  the  above  shall  not  have  the 
right  to  vote  on  changes  of  the  charter  of  the  corporation  but  shall  have  all 
other  rights  of  membership. 


ARTICLE  IV 

The  purpose  for  which  the  corporation  is  organized  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  To  maintain  closer  communication  and  friendship  among  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  those  aboved  named  early  colonists, 

2.  To  preserve  a  record  of  their  descendants, 

3.  To  interest  this  and  future  generations  in  their  heritage, 
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4.  To  protect,  preserve  and  make  available  for  posterity  those  records 
pertaining  to  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  history. 

ARTICLE  V 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  corporation  shall  consist  of  the  officers  of 
the  corporation  which  officers  shall  be  the  president,  the  vice  president,  the 
recording  secretary,  the  treasurer,  the  historian,  the  registrar,  and  the  chaplain 
and  any  other  three  or  fewer  members  of  the  society  which  the  members 
may  choose  to  elect  to  serve  on  the  said  board.  The  method  of  their  election 
shall  be  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  VI 

The  address  of  the  initial  registered  office  of  the  corporation  is  Littleton, 
N.  C.;  and  the  initial  registered  agent  of  the  corporation  at  such  address  is 
G.  F.  Alston. 


ARTICLE  VII 

The  number  of  the  directors  constituting  the  initial  board  of  directors 
shall  be  seven  and  the  names  and  address  of  the  persons  who  are  to  serve  as 
directors  until  the  first  meeting  of  the  corporation  or  until  their  successors 
are  elected  and  qualified  are: 

1.  F.  Graham  Williams 

2.  James  Byron  Hilliard 

3.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D. 

4.  Walter  J.  Alston 

5.  Carrie  A.  Mann 

6.  Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann 

7.  Gideon  F.  Alston 


ARTICLE  VIII 

The  names  and  addresses  of  all  the  incorporators  are: 

1.  F.  Graham  Williams,  3695  Peachtree  Road,  N.E.,  Atlanta  19,  Ga. 

2.  James  Byron  Hilliard,  P.  O.  Box  1031,  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

3.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D.,  316  W.  Franklin  Street,  Enfield,  N.  C. 

4.  Walter  J.  Alston,  Henderson,  N.  C. 

5.  Miss  Carrie  A.  Mann,  312  West  Franklin  Street,  Enfield,  N.  C. 

6.  Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann,  Whitakers,  N.  C. 

7.  Gideon  F.  Alston,  Littleton,  N.  C. 


IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this  the 
21st  day  of  June  A.  D.  1958. 


F.  Graham  Williams 

( SEAL ) 

James  Byron  Hilliard 

(SEAL) 

William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D. 

(SEAL) 

Walter  J.  Alston 

(SEAL) 

Carrie  A.  Mann 

(SEAL) 

Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann 

(SEAL) 

Gideon  F.  Alston 

(SEAL) 
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STATE  of  NORTH  CAROLINA 
COUNTY  of  WARREN 

This  is  to  certify  that  on  the  22nd  day  of  June  A.  D.  1958  before  me, 
a  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  personally  appeared  F.  Graham  Williams,  J.  B. 
Hilliard,  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Walter  J.  Alston,  Carrie  A.  Mann,  Mrs. 
Chessie  B.  Mann,  and  Gideon  F.  Alston  who,  I  am  satisfied,  are  the  persons 
named  in  and  who  executed  the  foregoing  Articles  of  Incorporation,  and  I 
having  first  made  known  to  them  the  contents  thereof,  they  did  each  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  they  signed  and  delivered  the  same  as  their  voluntary  act  and  deed 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  expressed. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  official  seal 
this  22nd  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1958. 

signed/  Joe  N.  Ellis 

Clerk  Superior  Court 
Warren  County,  N.  C. 

(L.  S.) 
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Biographical  Sketch 

of 

The  Founder  of  The 

ALSTON- WILLIAMS-BODDIE-HILLIARD  SOCIETY 

Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  the  founder  of  our  Society,  was  born  in  Enfield, 
N.  C.  on  January  7,  1931.  He  received  his  B.S.  degree  from  Wake  Forest 
College  on  June  1,  1953  with  the  distinction  of  "Cum  Laude.”  While  at  Wake 
Forest  College  he  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Sigma  Phi  Social  Fraternity 
and  was  elected  by  that  chapter  as  its  most  outstanding  pledge  of  the  pledge- 
class  of  1949-50.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Epsilon  Delta  Honorary 
Premedical  Fraternity,  Beta  Beta  Beta  Honorary  Biology  Fraternity,  and 
Gamma  Sigma  Epsilon  Honorary  Chemical  Fraternity.  After  graduating  from 
Wake  Forest  College  he  attended  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine  of  Wake 
Forest  College  and  received  his  M.D.  degree  from  that  institution  on  June 
3,  1957.  He  spent  the  following  year  interning  at  Emory  University  Hospital 
at  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.  It  was  while  he  was  interning  there  that 
he  conceived  of  the  idea  of  the  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society, 
wrote  the  brochure  laying  the  plans  for  its  formation,  and  contacted  interested 
persons  regarding  his  plans.  At  present  he  is  specializing  in  internal  medicine 
and  is  an  assistant  resident  in  internal  medicine  at  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Hospital  and  an  assistant  in  the  Department  of  Internal  Medicine  at  the 
Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine. 

Since  early  youth,  in  addition  to  his  professional  interests.  Dr.  Mann  has 
been  interested  in  history  and  genealogy.  He  has  contributed  to  the  following 
books:  South  side  Virginia  Families,  Marriages  Halifax  County,  N.  C.,  Bible 
Records  of  Early  Edgecombe,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Coronation  Edition  of 
Americans  of  Royal  Descent.  He  is  a  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  First  Families  of  Virginia,  National  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  Society  Sons  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Somerset 
Chapter  Magna  Charta  Barons,  Society  of  Descendants  of  Knights  of  the  Most 
Noble  Order  of  the  Garter  in  which  society  he  holds  the  office  of  Herald, 
Colonial  Order  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Plantagenet  Society.  He  is  also  a  Charter 
Member  of  the  Historical  Halifax  Restoration  Association  and  a  member  of 
the  North  Carolina  Literary  and  Historical  Association. 

It  is  felt  that  the  success  of  our  Society  is  for  the  most  part  the  results 
of  Dr.  Mann’s  knowledge  of  other  societies  and  their  functions,  and  the  above 
biographical  sketch  has  been  given  since  it  is  of  historical  importance  to  our 
Society  and  since  it  is  felt  that  those  who  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
him  would  like  to  know  something  of  the  person  who  is  the  founder  of  the 
Society.  Also  two  letters  from  him  which  are  of  importance  to  the  Society’s 
history  have  been  printed  herein. 

James  Byron  Hilliard,  President, 
For  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  June  15,  1959 


Mr,  James  Byron  Hilliard,  President, 

Alston-Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 
Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  if  possible  I  would  like  to  be  released  of  my  duties  as 
Chairman  and  a  member  of  the  Yearbook  Committee  as  of  this  date,  for  my  duties  here 
are  at  present  demanding  so  much  of  my  time  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  de¬ 
vote  the  proper  amount  of  attention  to  the  yearbook  for  some  months  to  come.  To 
continue  as  chairman  and  not  have  the  time  to  function  to  the  fullest  in  that  capacity 
will  only  delay  the  publishing  of  the  yearbook  unnecessarily  since  I  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
sulted  frequently  on  many  details. 

I  know  of  no  one  more  capable  of  carrying  on  than  you.  Furthermore,  since  you 
were  also  appointed  to  serve  on  that  committee  and  since  you  are  now  president  of  the 
Society,  you  will  have  the  necessary  authority  to  direct  the  yearbook  to  completion  with¬ 
out  undue  delay. 

I  wish  you  to  know  that  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  you  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  general.  I  feel  that  you  and  the  committee  will  have  the  necessary  time  to  give 
to  the  yearbook  and  that  it  will  be  able  to  go  to  press  as  scheduled. 

With  the  very  best  wishes,  I  am.  Sincerely, 

William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D. 


Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.,  June  30,  1959 

Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr. 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Dear  William, 

Your  letter  resigning  as  chairman  and  as  a  member  of  the  Yearbook  Committee  has 
been  received.  I  fully  understand  the  demands  made  upon  you  by  your  work  at  the 
present  time  and  reluctantly  release  you  from  that  position. 

The  work  which  you  have  done  on  the  yearbook  will  doubtlessly  make  it  possible 
for  the  yearbook  to  be  published  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  Since  I  was  appointed  to 
serve  on  the  Yearbook  Committee  with  you  and  am  now  also  president  of  the  Society, 
thus  holding  both  positions,  the  publishing  of  the  yearbook  will  be  greatly  facilitated 
just  as  you  pointed  out  in  your  letter. 

Since  you  are  the  founder  of  the  Society,  it  is  felt  that  a  biographical  sketch  of 
you  should  be  in  the  yearbook,  and  I  would  like  your  permission  to  have  such  a  sketch 
in  the  yearbook. 

The  report  which  you  issued  was  superbly  done  and  is  a  wonderful  example  of  your 
excellent  work.  It  will  be  a  tremendous  help  to  the  Society. 

With  best  regards,  I  am.  Sincerely, 

James  Byron  Hilliard,  President 
Alston-Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 


Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  July  4,  1959 

Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard,  President, 

Alston-Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 
Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

Your  letter  of  June  30th  has  been  received  and  whatever  is  decided  concerning  the 
biographical  sketch  will  meet  with  my  approval.  However,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  others  who  helped  me  in  my  undertaking. 

Of  those  who  assisted  me,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams  since 
he  had  the  brochure  which  I  had  written  mimeographed  and  since  he  sponsored  the 
dinner  which  lead  to  my  plans  being  carried  out.  Furthermore,  I  would  like  to  thank 
you  and  the  other  incorporators,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston,  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston,  Miss 
Carrie  Alston  Mann,  and  Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann. 

I  also  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  "Reunion  Group”  as  a 
whole  and  especially  Mrs.  Val.  Alston  Bell  whose  interest  in  these  families  and  in  the 
Alston-Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion  did  much  to  pave  the  way  for  this 
undertaking. 

Our  Society  has  been  a  tremendous  success.  I  feel  that  it  has  a  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  significant  contributions  to  the  preservation  of  family  records. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am.  Sincerely, 

William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  M.D. 
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The  Alston-  Wllliams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 

"Let  the  record  be  made  of  men  and  things  of  today,  lest 
they  pass  out  of  memory  tomorroiu  and  are  lost.” 

— Kirkland 

The  formation  of  the  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society  seems  to 
have  been  the  natural  result  of  a  chain  of  events  stretched  over  a  period  of 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  when  looking  back  upon  these  events  one  is  brought 
to  wonder  why  such  a  society  was  not  organized  many  years  earlier.  Of  course 
one  will  never  know  why  this  society  which  now  seems  so  natural  did  not 
come  into  being  until  about  one  year  ago,  but  it  is  well  to  review  the  events 
which  set  the  stage  for  its  formation. 

These  events  can  be  said  to  begin  with  the  publishing  of  Dr.  Joseph  A. 
Groves’  book,  Alstons  and  Allstons  of  North  and  South  Carolina.  This  book 
was  printed  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1901  and  was  the  result  of  extensive  research 
on  the  Alston  family  and  contained  considerable  information  on  the  Williams 
family.  The  interest  which  it  stimulated  is  unknown  at  this  date,  but  doubt¬ 
lessly  many  of  the  older  members  of  the  family  will  remember  hearing  it 
said  that  their  names  were  going  to  be  in  a  book.  This  book  is  regarded  by 
many  as  the  first  significant  family  history  published  on  a  Southern  family, 
and  it  recorded  for  posterity  the  wonderful  record  of  Alston  heritage.  With 
its  publication  the  stage  was  for  a  moment  set  for  the  formation  of  a  family 
society;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it,  for  the  most  part,  brought  the  Alston  family 
lines  to  that  point  —  then  the  present  —  and  apparently  the  need  for  a  family 
society  was  not  keenly  felt. 

Not  many  years  later  the  doors  for  the  formation  of  a  family  society 
were  momentarily  opened  again  with  the  publishing  of  Boddie  and  Allied 
Families  by  Mr.  John  Bennett  Boddie  (the  first  person  to  join  our  society 
after  it  was  organized)  in  1918.  However,  nothing  was  done  toward  organiz¬ 
ing  a  family  society  at  that  time  so  far  as  is  known,  and  the  years  that  followed 
did  not  see  any  significant  interest  manifested  in  these  families  until  Mr. 
Boddie  published  his  outstanding  book,  Seventeenth  Gentry  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  Virginia,  in  1938.  This  book  revived  much  interest  in  the  Boddie 
family,  an  account  of  which  appeared  therein,  as  well  as  interest  in  other 
families  connected  with  the  Boddie  family.  Furthermore,  following  World 
War  II,  Mr.  Boddie  resumed  collecting  and  publishing  genealogical  material, 
and  his  eleventh  book  is  now  in  process.  Mr.  Boddie’s  books  are  of  great 
significance  to  the  formation  of  the  society  since  it  was  in  his  books.  South  side 
Virginia  Families,  vols.  I  &  II,  that  an  account  of  the  Hilliard  family  appeared. 
This  excellent  account  of  the  Hilliard  family  was  compiled  by  the  president 
of  our  society,  Mr.  J.  Byron  Hilliard,  and  was  published  in  1955  and  1956, 
thus  putting  in  print  data  on  the  fourth  of  the  families  composing  this  society. 
Furthermore,  in  Mr.  Boddie’s  books  accounts  on  the  descendants  of  John 
Brown  and  his  wife,  Mary  Boddie,  appear  as  w^ell  as  an  account  of  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  William  Barrow  and  his  wife,  Pheraby  Hilliard. 

In  addition  to  the  interest  manifested  in  the  Boddie  and  Hilliard  families 
and  the  printed  material  thereon  over  the  last  few  years,  the  Alston  family 
history  by  Dr.  Groves  was  reprinted  in  1957.  The  events  which  lead  to  this 
significant  factor  date  back  to  1951  when  the  first  Alston- Williams  Family 
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Reunion  was  held.  It  was  sponsored  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Laq^  Alston  of  Pitts- 
boro,  N.  C.  and  generated  much  interest  in  the  Alston  and  Williams  families 
again.  Over  the  ensuing  years,  Mrs.  Val  Alston  Bell  and  her  brother,  Mr. 
Walter  J.  Alston,  have  taken  great  interest  in  the  Alston- Williams  and  Allied 
Families  Reunion,  and  the  interest  manifested  at  these  reunions  by  others  made 
known  the  fact  that  copies  of  Dr.  Groves’  book  were  considered  great  treasures 
and  desired  by  many.  Therefore,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Val. 
Alston  Bell,  made  possible  the  reprinting  of  this  excellent  family  history,  thus 
placing  within  a  short  period  of  about  five  years  the  printing  of  an  enormous 
amount  of  data  on  the  Alston,  Williams,  Boddie,  and  Hilliard  families. 

It  can  now  be  seen  that  the  enormous  amount  of  material  printed  on 
these  four  families  in  such  a  short  period  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  Alston- 
Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion  has  been  held  annually  for  the  last 
eight  years  with  one  exception  (1954)  set  the  stage  for  the  formation  of  a 
family  society  in  a  manner  the  lack  of  which  these  families  had  never  before 
witnessed.  Dr.  Mann  had  been  following  these  events  with  great  interest  over 
the  last  six  years  and  felt  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  formation  of  a 
family  society  and  that  if  a  family  society  were  not  organized  shortly,  it  would 
probably  be  impossible  to  organize  one  at  a  later  date. 

With  this  in  mind  he  contacted  those  whom  he  felt  would  be  interested 
in  such  an  undertaking,  explaining  his  plans  to  them.  His  ideas  met  with  the 
approval  of  enough  members  of  these  families  to  stimulate  his  interest  further, 
and  he  prepared  the  "Organizing  Brochure”  telling  about  the  important  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  Society.  His  knowledge  of  various  patriotic  ancestral  societies  and 
of  genealogy  made  it  possible  for  him  to  incorporate  into  our  Society  certain 
features  which  make  it  unique  among  family  societies.  The  brochure  which 
he  prepared  was  quite  complete  and  contained,  among  other  features  of  interest, 
the  articles  of  incorporation,  the  proposed  by-laws,  a  chapter  on  why  an  or¬ 
ganized  family  society  is  needed,  and  a  chapter  telling  about  the  name  of  the 
society,  as  well  as  a  short  biographical  sketch  on  each  of  the  progenitors  of 
these  families,  John  Alston,  John  Williams,  William  Boddie,  and  Jeremiah 
Hilliard. 

After  the  brochure  had  been  written,  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  had  copies  of  it  mimeographed,  and  they  were  distributed  to  interested 
persons  about  one  month  before  the  Alston-Williams  and  Allied  Families 
Reunion  was  to  be  held  that  year,  1958.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Williams  had  been 
appointed  president  of  the  Alston-Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion  for 
the  following  year  by  Mrs.  Bell,  and  in  that  capacity  he  sponsored  a  luncheon 
meeting  at  the  hotel  in  Warrenton  for  June  21,  1958.  At  this  meeting  Dr. 
Mann  gave  in  summarized  form  the  salient  features  of  the  society,  after  which 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  study  the  matter.  Following  the  luncheon,  the 
committee  met  and  approved  the  formation  of  the  Alston- Williams-Boddie- 
Hilliard  Society,  and  the  society,  essentially  as  presented  in  the  brochure  was 
instituted  and  incorporated  by  the  following  persons:  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.  of  Enfield,  N.  C.;  Mr.  James  Byron 
Hilliard  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.;  Miss  Carrie  Alston  Mann  of  Enfield,  N.  C.; 
Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston  of  Henderson,  N.  C.;  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston  of  Littleton, 
N.  C.;  and  Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann  of  Whitakers,  N.  C.  In  order  that  the  So¬ 
ciety  would  have  enough  funds  with  which  to  function  during  the  organizing 
period  each  of  the  incorporators,  or  Charter  Members  as  they  may  also  be 
called,  took  out  Life  Membership  in  the  Society. 
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Following  the  signing  of  the  Articles  of  Incorporation,  a  short  business 
meeting  was  held.  It  was  agreed  that  the  officers  of  the  Society,  which  officers 
were  to  compose  the  Initial  Board  of  Directors  also,  were  to  be  as  follows: 


President  . 

Vice  President  . 

Recording  Secretary  . 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Treasurer  . 

Registrar  . 

Historian  . 

Chaplain  . 


.  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams 

.  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston 

Miss  Carrie  Alston  Mann 
Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr. 

.  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston 

Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard 

.  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston 

.  Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann 


And  that  the  above  officers  should  hold  office  for  at  least  one  year  and  until 
their  successors  qualify. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  was  also  agreed  that  the  Registered  Agent  of 
the  Society  should  be  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston  of  Littleton,  N.  C.  and  that  his 
home  should  be  the  Registered  Office  of  the  Society. 

The  final  agreement  between  the  incorporators,  officers,  and  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Society  was  that  Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr. 
and  Mr.  Jam.es  Byron  Hilliard  should  meet  in  the  near  future  and  discuss  the 
printing  of  the  invitations,  the  membership  certificate,  and  other  necessary  ma¬ 
terial  and  submit  their  report  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  approval. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  until  another  meeting  could  be  arranged 
by  the  President  of  the  Society  or  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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The  Name  of  the  Society 

and 

WHY  IT  WAS  CHOSEN 

”Thy  name  and  honourable  family.”  — Titus  Andronicus. 

The  name  first  used  in  the  early  correspondence  concerning  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  society  was  the  "Alston  and  Allied  Families  of  Williams,  Boddie, 
and  Hilliard  Association,”  but  finding  this  name  too  long  and  unwieldy  and, 
at  the  suggestion  that  the  name  be  shortened,  it  was  thought  best  that  the 
society  be  named  "The  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society.”  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  decided  upon  only  after  much  deliberation,  and  it  is  felt  that  the 
reasons  for  selecting  this  name  should  be  stated  and  preserved  as  an  important 
part  of  the  history  of  the  Society. 

For  the  last  several  years  there  has  been  held  in  Vance,  Chatham,  or 
Warren  Counties,  North  Carolina  the  Alston- Williams  and  Allied  Families 
Reunion  which  was  for  the  soul  purpose  of  bringing  together  the  descendants 
of  John  Alston  who  settled  in  Chowan  County,  N.  C.  before  1710.  These  re¬ 
unions  have  been  successful,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  next  step  was  to  have 
a  family  society  incorporated.  However,  it  was  also  felt  that  to  limit  the 
membership  of  the  Society  to  the  descendants  of  one  person  would  more  or 
less  doom  it  to  failure  and  to  include  "Allied  Families”  without  any  limitations 
would  spread  the  membership  and  the  funds  of  the  Society  over  such  a  wide 
range  that  nothing  definite  could  be  accomplished.  Therefore,  upon  further 
consideration  and  investigation  it  was  discovered  that  closely  associated  with 
the  Alston  and  Williams  families  were  the  Boddie  and  Hilliard  families.  To 
be  more  specific,  it  was  found  that  the  descendants  of  William  Boddie  who 
settled  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  before  l66l  and  those  of  John  Williams 
who  died  there  in  1692  and  those  of  Jeremiah  Hilliard  of  Virginia  were  closely 
connected  with  each  other  and  the  descendants  of  John  Alston  who  settled 
in  Chowan  County,  N.  C.  before  1710  after  the  descendants  of  the  former 
three  came  to  North  Carolina.  The  connections  were  by  both  blood  and  friend¬ 
ship,  and  intermarriages  between  these  families  were  frequent  until  the  20th 
century.  In  light  of  this  discovery  it  was  decided  that  in  commemoration  of 
the  early  friendship  and  family  ties  that  existed  between  these  families  a 
society  composed  of  descendants  of  the  four  founders  of  these  families  should 
be  formed  rather  than  have  four  separate  societies.  Furthermore,  by  having 
a  society  composed  of  four  carefully  selected  families,  it  seemed  more  likely 
that  the  society  would  be  a  success  and  that  something  definite  could  be 
accomplished. 

After  this  decision  had  been  made,  the  question  immediately  arose  as  to 
what  the  name  of  the  society  should  be.  The  first  name  suggested,  as  men¬ 
tioned  above,  and  used  in  correspondence  was  "The  Alston  and  Allied  Families 
of  Williams,  Boddie,  and  Hilliard  Association.”  Besides  being  long  and  un¬ 
wieldy,  it  was  soon  realized  upon  further  consideration  that  the  name  was  not 
a  democratic  one  in  that  it  made  the  families  of  Williams,  Boddie,  and  Hil¬ 
liard  appear  secondary.  Therefore,  it  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Mann  that  in  order 
that  the  very  name  of  the  society  should  be  a  symbol  of  democracy  the  name 
of  the  society  should  be  "The  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society,”  the 
order  of  the  names  having  been  decided  upon  in  the  following  manner. 
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It  was  recalled  that  in  1901  Dr.  Groves  published  his  book,  Alstons  and 
Allstons  of  North  and  South  Carolina.  This  book  was  the  first  significant  his¬ 
tory  published  on  any  Southern  family,  and  besides  giving  the  Alston  family 
history  it  gave  extensive  information  on  the  Williams  family  also.  Therefore, 
in  commemoration  of  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Groves  to  preserve  a  record  of  two 
outstanding  Southern  families,  Alston  and  Williams,  it  was  decided  that  those 
names  should  be  the  first  two  in  the  name  of  the  society  and  that  .41ston 
should  precede  Williams.  Furthermore,  it  was  also  recalled  that  in  1918 
Boddie  and  Allied  Families  was  published  and  that  in  1956  an  excellent  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Hilliard  family  appeared  in  volume  II  of  South  side  Virginia 
Families.  Thus  to  commemorate  the  sequence  of  publication  of  the  other  family 
histories,  it  was  decided  that  Boddie  should  precede  Hilliard. 

It  is  felt  by  those  who  approved  the  name  that  never  has  any  family 
society  had  a  name  which  symbolizes  as  much  as  the  name  we  have  for  our 
society.  The  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society;  for  the  name  symbolizes, 
as  stated  above  the  following: 

1.  The  fact  that  the  Alston,  Williams,  Boddie,  and  Hilliard  families 
were  connected  closely  by  family  ties  and  those  of  friendship. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  name  in  itself  symbolizes  democracy  as  stated 
above. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  order  of  the  names  selected  was  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  sequence  of  the  publication  of  significant  data  on 
these  families. 
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why  An  Organized  Family  Society  Is  Heeded” 


Memor  este  majorum  —  ”Let  him  be  mindful  of  his  ancestors!’ 

The  descendants  of  John  Alston,  John  Williams,  William  Boddie,  and 
Jeremiah  Hilliard  have  a  'wonderful  heritage,  and  in  each  of  the  preceding  gene¬ 
rations  there  have  been  one  or  more  members  of  each  of  these  families  in¬ 
terested  in  preserving  family  history.  Ho'wever,  'within  the  last  mo  generations 
the  descendants  of  these  men  have  more  than  doubled,  and  the  task  of  main¬ 
taining  family  records  up  to  date  has  become  too  great  for  a  handful  of  people 
working  separately.  Therefore,  if  data  is  to  be  successfully  and  adequately  col¬ 
lected  for  a  history  on  these  families,  it  must  be  done  through  an  organized 
society.  There  exists  now  an  Alston -Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion,  but 
this  is  not  an  organized  society.  Although  it  has  officers,  it  does  not  have  dues. 
Therefore,  nothing  can  be  done  toward  collecting  family  data  and  preserving 
records  relative  to  family  history. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  organized  society  composed  only  of  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  John  Alston,  John  Williams,  William  Boddie,  and  Jeremiah  Hilliard 
could  create  a  centralizing  and  coordinating  force  for  research  on  these 
families.  Furthermore,  such  a  society  would  make  it  possible  for  current  records 
to  be  kept  on  many  members  of  these  families,  and  with  cooperation 
from  its  members,  data  could  be  collected  on  those  who  are  not  members  of 
the  society  and  deposited  in  a  central  place  and  later  published.  It  is  felt  that 
this  is  the  only  logical  way  to  collect  data  for  a  family  history  if  the  present 
and  future  generations  are  to  be  included  in  future  publications. 

Besides  functioning  as  an  organization  to  collect  family  data,  the  society 
will  also  be  able  to  direct  and  undertake  various  family  celebrations  and  social 
occasions. 

In  addition  to  the  above  functions,  the  society  will  be  able  to  issue  to  its 
members  a  yearbook  consisting  of  interesting  data  on  the  past  and  present 
generations.  This  would  serve  a  dual  purpose.  While  helping  preserve  family 
records,  it  would  also  bring  into  closer  communication  the  members  of  these 
families. 

That  such  a  family  society  would  inspire  members  of  the  younger  gene¬ 
rations  is  entirely  probable.  While  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  what  we  our¬ 
selves  do  is  the  thing  of  primary  importance  in  this  life,  we  are  also  aware  of 
the  fact  that  to  instill  in  the  younger  generation  an  appreciation  of  a  good 
heritage  may  be  an  encouragement  which  will  lead  to  accomplishments  which 
will  exceed  those  of  their  ancestors.  But  in  order  for  a  society  to  do  this, 
records  must  be  kept,  and  thus  we  have  returned  to  the  primary  object  of  the 
society. 

When  talking  about  the  preservation  of  family  records,  I  often  recall  an 
incident  which  is  worthy  of  mentioning  here.  A  very  outstanding  genealogist 
was  at  work  in  the  archives  of  his  state  and  sitting  beside  him  was  a  personal 
friend  of  mine.  In  rushed  a  young  lady  of  considerable  social  standing  in  her 
community,  and  in  all  haste  and  confidence  she  proceeded  to  look  up  her 
ancestors.  She  searched,  at  first  with  an  attitude  of  confidence  and  later  with 

*This  account  comes  from  the  "Organizing  Brochure”  written  by  Dr.  Mann. 
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an  attitude  of  despair,  for  about  one  hour;  and  not  one  bit  of  information  did 
she  find  on  her  ancestors.  Disgusted  with  her  luck  (and  with  her  ancestors,  no 

doubt)  she  charged  out,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  she  has  not  returned,  for  the 

undertaking  was  more  than  she  could  endure.  Just  as  she  left,  the  prominent 
genealogist  sitting  next  to  my  friend  chuckled  to  himself  and  commented  to 
my  friend,  "you  can’t  neglect  your  ancestors  for  200  years  and  then  expect  to 
find  them  indexed.”  This  statement  is  certainly  true.  If  we,  therefore,  do  not 

pay  attention  to  this  lesson  and  take  an  interest  in  our  heritage  and  the  present 

generation,  those  who  come  after  us  will  have  nothing  upon  which  to  establish 
their  genealogies.  We  will  be  lost  to  them;  they  will  be  lost  to  each  other. 
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—Ruskin. 


Accomplishments  of  the  Society 

1958  - 1960 

'’A  worthy  ancestry  is  a  stimulus  to  a  worthy  life.” 

For  a  society  as  unique  as  our’s  to  have  accomplished  anything  during  its 
first  year  of  existence  without  any  model  to  follow  is  to  be  held  in  amaze¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  view  these  accom¬ 
plishments  as  insignificant  ones  will  make  every  effort  to  realize  that  countless 
difficulties  had  to  be  surmounted  before  anything  whatsoever  could  be  done 
and  will  think  of  our  society  as  like  a  kernel  of  corn  in  that  it  is  not  great  for 
what  it  now  is  but  for  what  it  may  become. 

The  early  activities  of  the  society  consisted  mainly  of  having  the  "Articles 
of  Incorporation”  recorded  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  North  Carolina,  which 
was  done  by  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston  and  of  having  the  necessary  material  printed 
so  that  eligible  persons  could  be  asked  to  join.  The  wording  of  the  member¬ 
ship  certificate  was  given  in  the  organizing  brochure,  and  Mr.  J.  Byron  Hilliard 
consulted  the  printers  and  selected  the  form  upon  which  our  membership 
certificate  is  printed. 

The  "Information  for  Prospective  Members,”  the  invitations,  and  the 
"Acceptance  of  Invitation”  were  written  by  the  corresponding  secretary  and  by 
the  last  of  August  had  been  printed.  On  September  9th,  1958,  the  first  invi¬ 
tations  were  issued,  and  by  the  end  of  the  society’s  first  year  about  400  invi¬ 
tations  had  been  sent  to  eligible  persons.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  the 
Society  had  83  members  in  fourteen  different  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  financial  assets  of  the  society  were  over  $1,000.00.  All  the 
membership  certificates  of  those  joining  during  the  first  year  have  now  been 
sent  out  as  well  as  the  past  corresponding  secretary’s  report. 

The  Society  held  two  meetings  during  the  year.  The  first  one  was  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  which  all  members  were  invited.  Mr.  J.  Byron 
Hilliard  made  the  arrangements  for  the  dinner  meeting,  and  it  was  held  at  the 
Ricks  Hotel  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.  on  October  24,  1958  at  6:00  p.m.  At  this 
meeting  the  president  of  the  Society,  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams,  presided,  and 
the  following  decisions  were  made  and  approved: 

1.  The  by-laws  whicji  were  recorded  in  the  organizing  brochure  were 
temporarily  adopted  insofar  as  they  were  applicable  to  the  functions 
of  the  Society. 

2.  The  decision  regarding  the  form  of  the  first  yearbook  was  to  be  left  to 
the  Yearbook  Committee  which  was  appointed  in  the  following  order: 

Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard 
Mr.  Gideon  F.  Alston 

3.  The  letterheads  were  to  be  as  have  been  printed. 

4.  The  first  seven  membership  certificates  were  to  be  numbered  in  the 
order  that  the  names  of  the  incorporators  appear  on  the  "Articles  of 
Incorporation”  and  thereafter  in  the  order  which  members  join  the 
Society. 
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At  this  meeting  Mrs.  Elias  Carr,  Jr.  invited  the  reunion  to  meet  at  her 
beautiful  home,  "Bracebridge  Hall,”  in  1959,  and  this  invitation  was  readily 
approved  by  the  Society. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Society  was  in  June  of  1959  and  was  the 
annual  luncheon  meeting.  At  this  meeting  there  were  about  20  members  and 
an  equal  number  of  guests  present.  Since  it  was  mainly  a  social  occasion,  no 
important  business  was  presented  at  the  meeting,  but  the  new  officers  were 
elected. 

Preceding  the  luncheon  meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors  held  their  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  officers  gave  their  reports. 

In  the  year  1959-60  the  Society  held  two  meetings.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  on  February  13,  I960  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  by-laws  officially  approved.  The  next  meeting  was  a  luncheon  meeting 
held  at  the  beautiful  country  club  at  Henderson,  N.  C.  on  June  11,  I960.  At 
12:00  o’clock  there  was  a  reception  at  which  the  members  and  their  guests 
mingled  together  enjoying  each  others  company,  hors  d’oeuvres,  and  cocktails. 
Following  the  reception  there  was  a  lovely  luncheon  at  the  club.  Mr.  Hilliard, 
the  president,  welcomed  the  members  and  their  guests  and  extended  the  ap¬ 
preciations  of  the  Society  to  Mrs.  Allison  Cooper  of  Henderson,  N.  C.,  who  was 
the  chairman  of  the  luncheon  committee  and  the  person  most  responsible  for 
the  preparations  for  the  lovely  meeting.  Following  the  invocation  by  the  Chap¬ 
lain,  Mrs.  Lewis  Alston  Thompson,  a  delicious  "Southern”  dinner  was  served, 
after  which  Mr.  Tarlton,  Superintendent  Historical  Sites,  Department  Archives 
and  History  of  North  Carolina,  delivered  a  very  interesting  address  on  the 
wonderful  possibilities  that  our  Society  has  in  preserving  historical  records. 
Thereafter,  several  announcements  were  made  concerning  the  yearbook  after 
which  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
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Part  II 

THE  FAMILIES 


''Search  out  the  virtues  of  thy  family, 

And,  to  be  worthy  of  thy  fathers’  name. 

Learn  of  the  good  they  did,  and  do  the  same. 

For  if  you  hear  their  arms,  and  not  their  fame. 
Those  ensigns  of  their  worth  will  be  your  shame.” 

—Tennyson 


''This  shall  be  written  for  the  generations  to  come.” 

—Psalms  II,  18. 
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ALSTON 


"The  record  of  noble  and  honorable  ancestors  is  a  priceless  heritage  and 
should  inspire  those  who  follow  after  to  emulate  their  virtues  and  ability.” 


John  Alston,  the  progenitor  of  this  family  in  North  Carolina,  is,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Groves,  identical  to  the  John  Alston  who  was  baptized  at  Felmer- 
sham,  Bedfordshire,  England,  December  5,  1673.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Alston  and  his  wife,  Anne  Wallis,  and  for  more  concerning  the  ancestry  of 
John  Alston  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Alston-Boddie  Chart  herein.  The  first 
record  of  John  Alston  in  North  Carolina  thus  far  found  is  a  grant  of  270 
acres  of  land  on  the  northwest  side  of  Bennetts  Creek  in  1711.  He  added  to 
his  holdings  and  according  to  the  Quit  Rent  list  of  Albemarle  County  1729- 
1732,  he  owned  1421  acres  in  Bertie  Precinct  and  688  acres  in  Chowan  Pre¬ 
cinct.  Quit  Rent  lists  after  this  period  have  not  yet  been  searched,  and 
therefore,  the  amount  of  land  which  John  Alston  owned  at  later  periods  is  not 
known. 

He  was  active  in  public  life  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  first  a  juror  at 
a  court  held  in  1715,  and  in  1721,  1722,  and  1724  he  appears  as  a  Grand 
Juror.  On  April  9th,  1724  he  was  commissioned  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  he  was  commissioned  assistant  justice  of  the  court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  was  reappointed  continuously  until  after  the  April 
term,  1729.  He  was  called  Captain  Alston  until  1725,  then  major  until  1729, 
and  afterward  Colonel  Alston.  Although  we  are  not  informed  as  to  how  he 
obtained  his  titles,  they  were  probably  obtained  by  serving  in  the  colony’s 
militia. 

In  1746  he  was  sheriff  of  Chowan  County,  and  a  writ  was  issued  to  him 
to  "summon  or  cause  to  be  summoned  the  Freeholders  of  our  County  of 
Chowan  aforesaid  to  meet  at  the  Court  House  within  our  said  County  on  the 
third  day  of  February  next  then  and  there  to  choose  two  Representatives  duly 
Qualified  to  sit  in  General  Assembly  ...  at  New  Bern  for  our  said  Province.” 
John  Alston  issued  the  summons  and  the  votes  were  cast.  Upon  the  counting 
of  the  votes  it  was  discovered  that  John  Hodgson,  James  Craven,  John  Ben- 
bury,  Thomas  Walton  and  Richard  Bond  had  received  the  same  number  of 
votes.  There  being  no  persons  with  more  votes,  John  Alston,  not  knowing 
what  to  do,  sent  all  five  to  the  General  Assembly  as  representatives  of  Chowan 
County.  This  caused  what  we  would  call  today  a  "political  crisis,”  and  an 
investigation  followed.  Of  course,  there  was  nothing  which  could  be  done  to 
John  Alston  for  doing  such,  but  a  deposition  recorded  quotes  him  as  saying 
that  if  he  had  it  to  do  again  he  would  not  send  all  five  representatives. 

On  April  3,  1738  he  was  elected  vestryman  of  St.  Pauls  Parish,  Chowan 
County,  N.  C.  and  served  until  1747  or  later.  The  beautiful  old  church  was 
built  in  1736  and  is  still  standing  in  Edenton,  N.  C. 
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In  his  Histories  of  the  Dividing  Line,  William  Byrd  mentioned  John 
Alston  on  two  occasions.  He  stated  that  on  March  19,  1728,  "Majr  Alston  & 
Capt.  Baker  made  us  a  visit  &  din’d  with  us.”  On  March  24,  1728,  Byrd 
stated ; 


This  being  Sunday  the  People  flock’t  from  all  parts  partly  out  of 
curiosity,  &  partly  out  of  Devotion.  Among  the  Female  part  of  our 
Congregation,  there  was  not  much  Beauty,  the  most  fell  to  Majr. 
Alston’s  Daughter,  who  is  said  to  be  no  niggard  of  it.  Our  chaplain 
made  some  Christians,  but  con’d  persuade  nobody  to  be  marry’d 
because  every  Country  Justice  can  do  that  Jobb  for  them.  Major 
Alston  &  Captain  Baker  dined  with  us.”(p.89) 


In  this  day  when  we  hear  so  much  about  beauty  contests,  the  comment 
made  by  William  Byrd  concerning  North  Carolina’s  "Beauty”  is  all  the  more 
interesting.  According  to  William  Byrd,  John  Alston’s  daughter  would  not 
have  been  "Miss  Universe,”  but  she  was  certainly  the  "Miss  North  Carolina 
of  1728.”  Since  John  Alston  had  several  daughters,  it  is  unfortunate  that 
William  Byrd  did  not  give  her  name.  The  daughter  mentioned  by  Byrd  was 
probably  unmarried  in  1728,  and  from  a  gross  calculation  of  the  ages  of  John 
Alston’s  daughters,  it  seems  that  the  one  most  likely  mentioned  was  Sarah 
Alston  who  married  Thomas  Kearney. 

John  Alston  married  Mary  Clarke  and  died  in  1758.  Since  much  is  known 
about  his  descendants  already  and  since  there  was  considerable  intermarriage 
between  them,  they  have  been  charted  down  through  the  fourth  generation  in 
an  effort  to  help  those  of  Alston  descent  trace  family  connections  quickly. 
Therefore  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  "Alston  Chart”  herein. 
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WILLIAMS 

"Do  then  as  your  progenitors  have  done 
And  by  their  virtues  prove  yourself  their  son!" 

Those  of  Williams  descent  in  the  United  States  are  legion,  and  so  it  has 
been  from  the  earliest  days  of  settlement,  for  in  Virginia  alone  over  350  persons 
of  the  name  Williams  appear  as  headrights  in  the  landgrants  dated  prior  to 
1667.  Those  of  the  name  John  Williams  compose  about  one-fourth  of  the  list. 
Although  the  John  Williams  who  was  one  of  the  four  founding  fathers  of 
this  society  may  appear  among  the  list,  it  is  impossible  to  identify  him  from 
the  records  at  hand  at  this  late  date. 

The  first  record  of  John  Williams  in  which  he  can  be  definitely  identi¬ 
fied  is  dated  April  6,  1677  and  is  an  assignment  of  land  to  him  from  Edward 
Webb  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  It  was  witnessed 
by  William  Bradshaw  and  Isaac  Williams.  In  this  record,  John  Williams 
appears  as  "planter”  which  would  infer  that  he  was  at  that  time  an  owner  of 
land  and  well  established  in  the  colony.  (Boddie:  17th  C.,  p.  575)  The  land 
which  John  Williams  bought  had  at  one  time  belonged  to  Edward  Palmer  and 
was  next  to  the  land  owned  by  William  Boddie.  (Ibid.,  pp.  567,  575) 

Following  this  initial  transaction,  John  Williams  added  to  his  holdings 
further  and  eventually  became  a  person  of  many  acres.  On  November  8,  1677, 
he  purchased  from  Edward  Palmer  part  of  a  tract  of  2800  acres  of  land  which 
had  been  granted  to  said  Palmer  on  February  6,  1672  adjacent  the  lands  of 
Anthony  Matthews  {Ibid.,  pp.  578,  690).  It  will  be  recalled  that  this  Anthony 
Matthews,  or  another  person  of  the  name,  married  Elizabeth  Boddie,  daughter 
of  William  Boddie.  On  September  9,  I68I,  John  and  Thomas  Williams  pur¬ 
chased  400  acres  of  land  in  Isle  of  Wight  from  George  Peirce.  This  Thomas 
Williams  may  have  been  John  Williams’  brother.  The  next  year,  1682,  John 
Williams  purchased  land  from  William  Boddie  on  Cypress  Swamp  {Ibid., 
p.  592). 

John  Williams  also  owned  land  in  Surry  County,  Virginia,  and  this  land 
was  mentioned  in  his  will.  It  was  half  of  a  grant  of  1200  acres  which  he 
patented  with  John  Brocone  in  1685  (Boddie:  Colonial  Surry,  p.  178). 

As  John  Williams,  Senr.  "being  very  sick  and  weake”  he  made  a  lengthy 
will  on  March  9,  1691-92  and  the  same  was  recorded  a  short  while  later  in 
1692  in  Isle  of  Wight  County.  He  devised  the  home  plantation  to  his  wife, 
Ann,  for  her  life  and  at  her  death  it  was  to  go  to  "my  Eldest  sonn  John 
Williams  and  the  heyrds  of  his  body  and  in  case  he  the  said  John  Williams 
had  rather  stay  in  Surry  County  on  the  plantation  that  he  is  now  seated  on 
then  .  .  ?  .  .  the  maner  plantation  then  this  said  manor  plantation  is  to  descend 
to  my  youngest  sonn  Theophilus  Williams  and  the  hiyrds  of  his  body  Legily 
begotten.”  To  his  son  William  Williams,  John  Williams  devised  "one  parcill 
of  land  lying  and  being  in  Newport  parish  which  parcill  of  land  Contains  two 
hundred  acres.”  To  each  of  his  sons,  Thomas,  Richard,  and  Nicholas  Williams 
he  devised  150  acres  of  land  in  Surry  County,  and  to  his  son,  Theophilus 
Williams,  he  devised  150  acres  of  land  in  Surry  County,  if  his  brother,  John 
Williams,  decided  to  return  to  Isle  of  Wight  County.  He  also  devised  certain 
items  to  his  daughters,  Mar)”^  and  Jane  Williams,  and  to  his  granddaughters, 
Ann,  Bridgett,  and  Mary  Browme. 

Ann  Williams,  widow  of  John  Williams,  married  Arnold  Shewmake  in 
1694,  and  prior  to  this  marriage  she  made  a  deed  of  gift  to  her  children.  Since 


she  did  not  mention  her  son,  Theophilus  Williams,  he  had  apparently  died. 
Since  she  mentioned  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Wright,  who  was  not  mentioned  in 
the  will  of  John  Williams,  Ann  may  have  been  the  mother  of  this  child 
through  a  previous  marriage.  Arnold  Shewmake  died  in  Isle  of  Wight  County 

in  1697-98,  and  Ann  ( - - )  (Williams)  Shewmake  apparently  survived 

him. 

From  the  ages  of  the  children  of  John  Williams  and  his  wife,  Ann,  it 
can  be  calculated  that  John  Williams  was  born  about  1640,  certainly  before 
1650.  Children  of  John  and  Ann  Williams: 

I.  a  daughter  m.  John  Browne  and  had  issue:  (1)  Ann  Browne  (2) 
Bridgett  Browne  and  (3)  Mary  Browne 

II.  John  Williams,  "eldest  son,”  b.  about  1673  (see  later) 

III.  William  Williams  (see  later) 

IV.  Thomas  Williams 

V.  Mary  Williams 

VI.  Jane  Williams 

VII.  Nicholas  Williams,  b.  1686-87  (see  later) 

VIII.  Richard  Williams 

IX.  Theophilus  Williams,  b.  ca.  1690;  d.  ca.  1693  “■  In  as  much  that  he 
died  young,  John  Williams,  "eldest  son”  apparently  heired  his  land. 

John  Williams,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Ann  Williams,  was  born  about 
1673  and  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  he  was  living  in  Surry  County,  Va. 
Since  his  brother,  Theophilus  Williams,  died  young,  John  Williams  would  have 
inherited  the  land  in  Surry  as  well  as  the  home  plantation  in  Isle  of  Wight. 
On  the  Quit  Rent  List  of  Isle  of  Wight  for  1704  he  is  shown  as  owning  6OO 
acres.  Some  of  this  land  was  probably  the  land  of  his  younger  brothers  as  they 
are  not  shown  on  the  rent  list.  On  April  4,  1704  he  tx)ught  125  acres  of  land 
from  William  Williams  and  his  wife  Mary  with  Richard  and  Nicholas  Wil¬ 
liams  witnessing  the  deed  (Isle  of  Wight  County,  D.B.  I,  p.  414). 

However,  before  1716  he  moved  to  North  Carolina,  and  on  May  26,  1718 
as  "John  Williams  of  ye  County  of  Arlbermarle  in  North  Carolina”  he  sold 
to  "Ralph  Vickers”  land  lying  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  (D.B.  II,  p.  183). 
Furthermore,  on  October  21,  1725  as  "John  Williams  of  North  Carolina”  he 
sold  to  Nicholas  Williams  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  for  18  Pounds,  125 
acres  which  land  had  been  granted  to  William  Williams  April  24,  1703 
(D.B.  II,  pp.  715-717). 

After  coming  to  North  Carolina,  John  Williams  acquired  considerable 
land  in  what  is  now  Hertford  County,  N.  C.  One  of  the  first  records  found  of 
him  in  North  Carolina  is  a  deed  of  gift  to  his  daughter,  Ann  Herring  and  her 
heirs,  150  acres  "on  which  she  now  lives”  dated  November  15,  1716  (Hatha¬ 
way,  vol.  I,  p.  286).  The  last  record  found  of  him  before  the  probation  of  his 
will  January  1758  was  a  deed  of  gift  to  his  grandson,  Ezekiel  Williams  for  640 
acres  adjacent  Walston,  Jonothan  Standley,  and  John  Williams,  the  land  having 
been  granted  John  Williams  on  November  11,  1719  —  deed  dated  February 
26,  1757  (Bertie  County,  N.  C:  D.B.  "H,”  p.  436). 

John  Williams’  wife  was  named  Ann,  and  she  signed  several  deeds  with 
him  and  was  also  mentioned  in  his  will.  She  may  have  died  before  the  deed 
of  gift  was  made  to  his  grandson,  Ezekiel  Williams,  since  she  did  not  sign 
that  deed.  His  will  was  dated  March  13,  1741-42  and  was  probated  in  the 
January  Court  for  Bertie  County,  N.  C.  1758.  In  his  will  he  mentioned  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren,  but  one  must  refer  to  the  will  itself  since  all  the 
names  do  not  appear  in  the  abstract  in  "Grimes.”  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
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was  probably  about  85  years  old. 

Children  of  John  (son  of  John)  and  Ann  Williams: 

I.  Ann  Williams  (b.  ca.  1694;  d.  after  1742)  m.  -  Herring  and 

had  issue  at  least  one  son,  Anthony  Herring. 

II.  John  Williams  (b.  ca.  1696)  d.  in  Bertie  County,  N.  C.  1721-22  with¬ 
out  issue. 

III.  James  Williams  (b.  ca.  1698;  d.  1736-37)  m.  Elizabeth  Bryan,  daughter 

of  Needham  Bryan  (b.  February  23,  1690)  one  of  the  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Bertie  County,  N.  C.  After  his  death,  Elizabeth  (Bryan)  Wil¬ 
liams  m.  -  King. 

Children: 

1.  Feribe  Williams 

2.  Jerusua  Williams 

3.  Ezekiel  Williams 

4.  Barbara  Williams  not  mentioned  in  her  father’s  will  but  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  will  of  her  grandfather,  John  Williams.  She  was 
born  either  shortly  before  her  father  made  his  will  or  shortly 
thereafter.  She  married  Constantine  Whitfield  and  for  her  des¬ 
cendants  see  Whitfield,  Bryan,  Smith  and  Related  Families,  vols. 
I  and  II. 

IV.  Theophilus  Williams 

V.  Isaac  Williams 

VI.  Arthur  Williams 

VII.  Sarah  Williams  m.  - -  Castelaw. 

William  Williams,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Williams,  was  born  in  Isle  of 
Wight  County  about  1676  and  died  between  1708  and  April  15,  1712  when 
his  will  was  recorded  in  Chowan  County,  N.  C.  On  October  28,  1702,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  for  600  acres  in  Isle  of  Wight,  and  on  April  24,  1703  he 
received  a  grant  for  400  acres  there.  On  the  Quit  Rent  list  of  1704  he  is 
shown  owning  1000  acres  of  land  in  Isle  of  Wight  County.  However,  between 
April  4,  1704  and  April  20,  1704  he  sold  much  of  this  land  in  small  tracts 
to  Thomas  Kirby,  John  Barnes,  John  Williams,  Nicholas  Williams,  Richard 
Williams  and  Thomas  Boone.  In  these  deeds  he  appears  as  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  Va.  However,  before  December  9,  1704  he  moved  a  few  miles  south 
into  North  Carolina  for  as  William  Williams  "of  the  County  of  Arbarmale  in 
Chon  Gentleman  being  verry  sick  and  week  in  boddy  but  of  porfet  mind  & 
memory”  he  made  his  will.  That  he  was  a  recent  settler  in  "Chon”  (Chowan) 
is  shown  by  the  following  portion  of  his  will:  "I  do  will  and  desiev  my  well 
beloved  wif  being  my  holl  exetore  to  goo  thereon  with  the  Charges  of  all  my 
Entres  of  land  and  have  them  Sorceed  and  patend  for  the  yous  of  my  well 
beloved  wif  .  .  .”  (North  Carolina  Wills  1663-1789,  vol.  XXXIV,  p.  82; 
Archives,  Raleigh,  N.  C. ). 

Although  seriously  ill  in  1704,  William  Williams  apparently  recovered 
and  returned  to  his  seat  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.,  for  on  February  6, 
1708  again  as  William  Williams  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  he  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  sold  70  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  southside  of  Blackwater  Swamp,  part 
of  a  patent  of  400  acres  granted  on  April  24,  1703.  (D.B.  I,  p.  83)  It  is  not 
known  whether  he  died  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  or  in  Chowan  County, 
N.  C.,  but  since  his  will  was  recorded  in  the  latter  county,  he  probably  died 
there.  However,  regardless  of  whether  he  died  in  Virginia  or  North  Carolina 
his  sons  came  to  North  Carolina  as  will  be  seen  by  their  deeds.  In  his  will  he 
mentioned  daughters  but  not  by  name. 
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Children  of  William  and  Mary  Williams:  (only  sons  known) 

I.  Samuel  Williams  moved  to  Edgecombe  County,  N.  C.  and  on  October 
24,  1752  he  sold  to  Thomas  Jones  a  tract  of  land  of  150  acres  which  "was 
intailed  by  William  Williams  in  a  will  dated  1704”  located  adjacent 
Chowan  River,  John  Burton  and  William  Brown.  (Bertie  Co.,  N.  C.;  D.B. 
"G,”  p.  465 ) .  He  married  Elizabeth  Alston  and  for  their  children  see  the 
Alston  Chart  herein. 

II.  John  Williams  was  devised  "on  hundred  and  Seventy  fif  ecekers  of  land 
and  plantison  liing  on  the  South  Sid  of  Blak  water  Commonly  known  and 
Called  by  the  name  of  Litell  town  I  give  unto  my  beloved  Son  Steven 
Williams  fouer  hondred  eceakers  of  land  gining  upon  my  now  planteson 
and  bote  of  Charles  Coleford.” 

III.  Steven  Williams  was  devised  land  as  above  mentioned.  He  made  a  deed 
in  Isle  of  Wight  which  identifies  his  father,  William  Williams,  and  an 
abstract  of  it  follows: 

August  22,  1719:  John  Williams  and  Steven  Williams  of  Albe¬ 
marle  Co.,  N.  C.  to  Richard  Williams  of  Isle  of  Wight  Co.,  Va. 
for  30  Lbs.,  170  acres  of  land  "being  part  of  a  petten  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  Granted  to  William  Williams”  October  28,  1702  on 
"ye  south  side  of  Blackwater.”  (D.B.  II,  p.  275) 

Nicholas  Williams  (b.  1686-87),  son  of  John  (d.  1692)  married  Ann 

- ;  and  in  1744,  they  made  a  deed  of  gift  to  their  children:  (I) 

William;  (2)  NICHOLAS  WILLIAMS— see  later;  (3)  Jacob;  (4)  Jonah 
who  d.  Southampton  Co.  1769-71  having  m.  Martha  Eley  and  had  issue,  (a) 
Martha,  (b)  Isaac,  (c)  Celia  who  m.  1760  James  Moore,  (d)  Wilson  who  d. 
1771  in  Hal.  Co.,  N.  C.,  (e)  Jesse  who  d.  in  Hal.  Co.,  N.  C.  1795-96,  and  (f) 
Eley  Williams;  (5)  Lazarus;  (6)  Richard;  (7)  Benjamin;  (8)  Patience;  (9) 
Mary;  (10)  Sarah  Williams.  (Isle  of  W.  Co.:  D.B.  6,  p.  382;  Chapman: 
S’ampton  Wills,  I,  p.  88,  Marriages,  p.  76,  Isle  of  W.  Wills,  II,  p.  94;  Ander¬ 
son:  Hal.  Co.,  N.  C.  Wills,  pp  81,  83) 

NICHOLAS  WILLIAMS,  son  of  Nicholas  (b.  1686-87),  d.  in  Southamp¬ 
ton  Co.,  Va.  in  1791.  He  married  — — - — - —  and  had  issue:  (1) 

Cowper;  (2)  JOHN  WILLIAMS— see  later;  (3)  Martha  who  m.  1st  Walter 
Pitts  of  Hal.  Co.,  N.  C.  in  1766  and  2nd  Christopher  Bustin;  (4)  Ann  who 

m.  - - — -  Pitt  or  Pitts;  ( 5 )  Mary  who  m.  Francis  Parker  of  Edge. 

Co.,  N.  C.  1765;  (6)  Elizabeth  who  m.  a  Pierce;  (7)  Lucy  who  m.  Lewis 
Joyner;  and  apparently  (8)  Elias  Williams  who  d.s.p.  in  Southampton  Co., 
Va.  about  1789.  (Chapman:  S’ampton  Wills  II,  pp.  95,  101,  Marriages  pp. 
82,  85;  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C.  W.B.  I,  p.  264;  D.B.  19,  p.  329) 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  son  of  NICHOLAS  WILLIAMS  (d.  1791),  died  in 
Hal.  Co.,  N.  C.  in  1791  where  he  was  known  as  Maj.  John  Williams  having 
been  prominent  in  the  political  life  of  his  county.  According  to  his  great 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Caroline  Drake  Samford,  he  m.  Frances  Slatter  nee  Bustin, 
whose  brother,  Christopher  Bustin  m.  Maj.  John  Williams’  sister,  Martha 
Williams.  This  statement  in  her  records,  when  considered  along  with  wills, 
deeds,  marriage  records  of  the  family  proves  conclusively  that  Maj.  JOHN 
WILLIAMS  was  son  of  NICHOLAS  WILLIAMS  rather  than  of  Jacob  Wil¬ 
liams  as  has  heretofore  been  believed.  Issue  from  his  will  and  printed  sources: 
(1)  Nicholas;  (2)  Mary  m.  1st  Wm.  Battle,  2nd  Gen.  Wm.  Arrington;  (3) 
Elizabeth  m.  Shad.  Flewellen;  (4)  Sallie  m.  Thomas  Turner  Persons;  (5) 
Frances  m.  John  Hodges  Drake;  (6)  Martha  m.  Noel  Pitts;  (7)  Lucy  m. 
GEORGE  BODDIE;  (8)  Rebecca  m.  Alexander  Sorsby. 
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BODDIE 


” Respecting  your  forefathers, 
you  are  brought  to  respect  yourselves.” 

— Burke 

William  Boddie,  the  progenitor  of  this  family  of  the  name  in  America, 
was  doubtlessly  the  William  Boddie  who  was  baptized  in  England  in  1633.  He 
came  to  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  in  or  before  l66l,  and  his  ancestry  can  be 
traced  back  to  Willie  Boddie,  a  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  during  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII  and  the  first  member  of  the  family  to  live  in  Essex  so  far  as  is 
known.  His  son,  John  Boddie,  was  a  Captain  and  Admiral  in  the  navy  during 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  served  in  the  navy  from  1552  until  his  death 
in  1591  and  was  one  of  the  76  Sea-Captains  appearing  in  a  "List  of  Men  Fit 
to  Command  Ships”  against  the  Invinciable  Armada  of  Spain.  In  this  list 
appeared  the  names  of  such  men  as  Raleigh,  Drake,  Grenville,  Forbisher,  and 
Hawkins.  He  married  Thomasine  Mildmay  and  for  the  descent  to  William 
Boddie  of  Virginia  see  the  "Alston-Boddie  Chart”  herein. 

After  coming  to  Virginia,  William  Boddie  received  a  grant  of  550  acres 
of  land  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  on  October  20,  l66l,  and  on  July  12,  1665 
he  received  a  grant  of  3,350  acres  of  land  in  that  same  county  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  56  persons,  among  whom  were  the  said  William  Boddie,  Ann 
Boddie,  Mary  Boddie,  and  John  Browne  twice.  This  grant  also  included  the  550 
acres  which  had  been  previously  granted  him  and  was  located  near  the  present 
courthouse  of  Isle  of  Wight  County  on  Cypress  Swamp. 

He  married  ( 1 )  Ann  — — -  in  England,  ( 2 )  Elizabeth  - —  about 

1684,  and  (3)  Mary  (Hunt)  Griffin,  the  widow  of  Owen  Griffin  by  whom 
he  had  no  issue. 

About  1672  William  Boddie  became  a  Quaker  and  from  1677  to  1683 
dated  his  deeds  according  to  the  Quaker  manner.  However,  after  this  date  the 
deeds  which  he  made  w^ere  dated  in  the  usual  manner  and  probably  signify 

that  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  — — - - — ,  whom  he  married  about  that  time 

was  not  a  Quaker.  He  made  his  will  on  December  17,  1712  and  the  same  was 
recorded  on  February  25,  1717. 

Children  of  William  Boddie; 

I.  Mary  Boddie  (b.  in  England)  m.  John  Brown  (see  later) 

(by  2nd  marriage) 

II.  Elizabeth  Boddie  m.  Anthony  Matthew^s 

III.  John  Boddie  m.  Elizabeth  Thomas  (see  later) 

Mary  Boddie,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Boddie,  was  born  in  England 
and  came  to  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.  about  l66l.  About  1670  she  married 
John  Browm,  and  had  at  least  four  children.  However,  only  her  sons  were 
mentioned  in  her  father’s  will. 

Known  Children  of  John  Brown  and  his  wife  Mary  Boddie: 

I.  William  Browne  (see  later) 

II.  Thomas  Browne  (see  later) 

William  Brown,  son  of  John  Brown  and  his  wife  Mary  Boddie,  came  to 
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Chowan  County,  N.  C.  where  he  died  in  1718-19.  His  widow,  Martha,  married 

before  July  1720  a  - — - —  Murphy. 

Children  of  William  and  Martha  Brown: 

1.  John  Brown,  eldest  son  (see  later) 

II.  Thomas  Brown,  lived  in  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C.  and  later  moved  to  Johnston 
Co.,  N.  C. 

III.  Ann  Brown  married  as  his  second  wife,  John  Branch. 

IV.  Mary  Brown 

V.  Sarah  Brown  m.  Richard  Jackson 

VI.  Martha  Brown  m.  William  Strickland 

VII.  Jacob  Brown,  lived  in  Northampton  Co.,  N.  C.;  moved  to  Johnston  Co., 
N.  C. 

John  Brown,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Brown,  lived  in  Bertie  Corun ty, 
N.  C.  and  married  Mary  Foster,  da.  of  Robert  Foster.  He  with  Thomas  Bryant 
and  John  Dawson  represented  Bertie  County,  N.  C.  in  the  General  Assembly 
at  New  Bern  in  February  1739-40. 

Children  of  John  Brown  and  his  wife  Mary  Foster: 

I.  William  Brown 

II.  Ann  Brown 

III.  Mary  Brown 

IV.  Henry  Brown 

V.  John  Brown  (b.  ca.  1722)  m.  (1)  Sarah  -  and  (2)  Abigail 

Terrell.  He  moved  first  to  what  is  now  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C.  and  later  to 
Warren  and  settled  where  "Shore  Branch  falls  into  Shocco,”  buying  the 
land,  1000  acres,  from  Joseph  Montford.  He  was  captain  of  the  Bute 
(Warren)  Co.  militia  in  1772. 

Children  of  John  and  Sarah  Brown: 

1.  a  daughter  m.  Peter  Morgan  in  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C. 

2.  Susanna  Brown  m.  (1)  Thomas  Tullock  (2)  Col.  Benjamin 
Seawell,  Jr.  (b.  1741;  d.  1821)  of  Revolutionary  fame  and  first 
senator  from  Franklin  Co.,  N.  C. 

3.  Sarah  Brown  m.  Elijah  Fann 

4.  John  Brown  (b.  September  17,  1746;  d.  May  10,  1805)  m.  in 
Warren  Co.,  Tamer,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Thompson. 

5.  Ann  Brown  m.  Honorius  Powell 

6.  Elizabeth  Brown  m.  John  Jones 

7.  William  Brown  who  d.  1770 

8.  probably  a  son  Henry  who  died  in  Rev.  War 

9.  Jeremiah  Brown  m.  Martha  Hill  da.  of  Green  and  Nancy 
( Thomas )  Hill 

Thomas  Brown,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Boddie)  Brown,  was  born  ca. 

1675  and  m.  ca.  1700,  Christian  — - ,  probably  in  Nansemond  Co.,  Va. 

He  moved  to  Chowan  Co.,  N.  C.  where  he  died  in  1718. 

Children  of  Thomas  and  Christian  Brown: 

I.  Thomas  Brown 

II.  John  Brown,  apparently  the  John  Brown  who  settled  in  Duplin  Co.,  N.  C. 
and  who  was  born  ca.  1707  and  died  after  1756. 

III.  Howell  Brown 

IV.  James  Brown 
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V.  Sarah  Brown  m. 

VI.  Edward  Brown 

VII.  William  Brown  (b.  ca.  1708)  m.  Charity  Holmes  and  died  in  Martin 
Co.,  N.  C  in  1779-80. 

Children  : 

1.  James  Brown  m.  (1)  Patty  Redding,  daughter  of  William  Red= 
ding  of  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C.  and  had  issue  among  others  William 
Redding  Brown  (will  dated  1841)  who  was  the  great  grand¬ 
father  of  Sarah  Chesson  Brown  who  m.  (2)  William  R.  Mann 
of  Whitakers,  N.  C. 

2.  William  Brown 

3.  Abner  Brown 

4.  Charity  Brown  m.  - —  Stephens 

5.  Mary  Brown  m.  - — Everett 

6.  Elizabeth  Brown  m.  ~ — =- —  Bryan 

John  Boddie,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Boddie,  was  born  in  Isle  of 
Wight  County,  Va.,  about  1685  and  died  there  in  March  1720.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Thomas  who  after  his  death  married  Col.  John  Dawson.  Col.  Dawson 
was  a  colonel  in  the  Northampton  Regiment,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  North  Carolina  and  a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Council.  He  was 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Martha  Dawson  of  Isle  of  Wight  who  had  received  a 
lease  for  a  small  tract  of  land  from  William  Boddie  in  1683.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Boddie,  Col.  John  Dawson  m.  Charity 
(Alston)  Hilliard,  widow  of  Robert  Hilliard  and  daughter  of  John  Alston. 

Children  of  John  Boddie  and  Elizabeth  Thomas: 

I.  William  Boddie  (b.  ca.  1710)  moved  to  Bertie  Co.  (later  Northampton) 
where  he  married  Mary  Bennett,  da.  Capt.  William  Bennett.  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  Colonial  Militia  and  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Northamp¬ 
ton  Foot  in  the  Spanish  Alarm  in  1748. 

Children : 

1.  Nathan  Boddie  m.  Chloe  Crudup=-=resided  in  what  is  now  Nash 
Co.,  N.  C.  at  "Rosehill.” 

2.  Temperance  Boddie  m.  Capt.  Solomon  Williams,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Alston)  Williams.  They  lived  in  Warren  Co.,  N.  C. 
(see  Alston  Chart) 

3.  Elijah  Boddie  d.  unmd.  Oct.  1761 

4.  Willis  Boddie  m.  Catherine  Barnes 

5.  William  Boddie  b.  May  10,  1749  m.  Martha  Jones 

II.  John  Boddie  m.  Elizabeth  Jeffreys,  daughter  of  Simon  Jeffreys  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Jeremiah  Hilliard.  This  marriage  makes  all  the 
descendants  of  John  Boddie  half-cousins  to  the  descendants  of  Jeremiah 
Hilliard.  John  Boddie  moved  to  Edgefield  Dist.,  S.  C. 

Known  children: 

1.  Elizabeth  Boddie 

2.  John  Boddie  m.  Hannah  -  ■  and  has  a  large  number  of  de¬ 

scendants. 

(The  above  information  comes  from  books  by  Mr.  John  Bennett  Boddie) 
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HILLIARD 


''Think  of  your  ancestors  and  your  posterity.” 

—Tacitus. 

A  reevaluation  of  the  records  pertaining  to  the  early  history  of  this 
family  of  Hilliard  in  Virginia  published  in  South  side  Virginia  Families  in 
conjunction  with  other  records  pertaining  to  that  family  of  the  period  leads  one 
to  conclude  that  Thomas  Ballard  did  not  marry  a  "step-daughter”  of  William 
Thomas  as  has  been  previously  stated  but  that  Thomas  Ballard  was  himself  a 
step-son  of  William  Thomas.  This  conclusion  effects  the  Hilliard  lineage  in  that 
it  means  that  the  surname  of  Jane  Hilliard,  the  wife  of  John  Hilliard  (father 
of  Jeremiah)  was  Ballard  and  that  she  was  a  sister  of  Thomas  Ballard.  The 
proof  seems  most  conclusive  and  will  be  summarized  below. 

Thomas  Ballard,  who  was  apparently  the  brother  of  Jane,  wife  of  John 
Hilliard,  was  born  about  1630  and  was  buried  March  24,  1689.  He  was  Clerk 
of  York  County,  Virginia  in  1652  and  many  years  later,  a  Burgess  from  James 
City  in  1666,  member  of  the  council  in  1675,  speaker  of  the  House  of  Bur¬ 
gesses  in  1680,  and  High  Sheriff  of  James  City  in  1660.  During  Bacon’s 
Rebellion,  Thomas  Ballard’s  wife  was  captured  by  Bacon  and  placed  with  other 
ladies  who  were  also  wives  of  members  of  the  council  upon  the  brestworks 
before  Jamestown  where  their  white  aprons  warned  Berkeley  from  Attack. 
Capt.  Robert  Baldry  (J.  P.  of  York,  came  to  Virginia  in  1635  age  18  and  died 
in  1675)  left  his  estate  to  the  following  children  of  Col.  Ballard:  John,  eldest 
son,  Thomas,  Lydia,  Elizabeth,  and  Margaret.  In  1694  Capt.  Thomas  Ballard, 
son  of  Col.  Thomas  Ballard,  was  sheriff  of  York  County  and  his  brother, 
Francis  (probably  born  after  1675)  was  sub-sheriff.  (William  and  Mary 
Quarterly,  vol.  2,  p.  276;  Calendar  Virginia  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  p.  6). 

About  1664  William  Thomas  of  York  County,  Va.,  made  his  will  and 
mentioned  wife,  Anne,  son-in-law  Thomas  Ballard,  daughter-in-law  Sarah 
Herman  and  daughter-in-law  Jane  Hilliard  wife  of  John  Hilliard.  In  that  day 
son-in-law  and  daughter-in-law  also  meant  step-son  and  step-daughter.  There¬ 
fore,  it  appears  that  Thomas  Ballard,  Sarah  Herman  and  Jane  Hilliard  were 
related  in  the  same  degree  to  William  Thomas,  and  for  this  to  be  so  they 
must  have  been  children  of  Anne,  the  wife  of  William  Thomas,  by  a  former 
marriage  to  — - -  Ballard.  What  records  exist  which  support  these  con¬ 

clusions.^ 

There  is  in  Surry  County  a  record  dated  April  17,  1664  in  which  John 
Hilliard  acknowledged  that  the  cattle  in  his  possession  were  the  "cattle  and 
estate  of  my  wife,  Jane  Hilliard,  and  that  I  have  no  power  to  sell  or  dispose 
of  them”  ...  as  appears  by  a  deed  of  gift  from  William  Thomas,  which  deed 
remains  "in  the  custody  of  my  brother  Thomas  Ballard”  (Surry  Co.,  Va.,  Book 
1,  p.  240).  Furthermore,  the  following  record  also  has  been  found:  Thomas 
Ballard  consents  to  the  sale  of  a  heifer  by  his  sister  Hilliard,  from  her  estate 
to  Francis  Gray,  and  sow  and  pigs,  for  her  own  and  her  children’s  use;  but 
not  to  be  disposed  of  as  by  ye  deed  of  gift  made  by  William  Thomas  to  my 
said  sister.  August  31,  1667  (Surry  County  Records,  1652-1684,  p.  83,  by 
Davis).  That  Thomas  Ballard  calls  Jane  Hilliard  "sister”  and  John  Hilliard 
calls  Thomas  Ballard  "brother”  apparently  means  that  John  Hilliard  had 
married  Jane  Ballard,  "sister”  of  Thomas  Ballard;  for  it  is  doubtful  that  these 
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terms  of  relationship  would  have  been  used  had  John  Hilliard  and  Thomas 
Ballard  married  sisters.  Also,  in  this  interpretation  of  the  records  there  is  per¬ 
fect  agreement  with  the  relationship  expressed  in  the  will  of  William  Thomas. 

Therefore,  John  Hilliard  married  before  1664  Jane  Ballard,  sister  of 
Thomas  Ballard  and  daughter  of  Ann,  wife  of  William  Thomas  by  a  former 

marriage  to  -  Ballard;  and  at  the  time  the  "consents”  were  made  by 

Thomas  Ballard  on  August  31,  1667  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard  was  the  mother 
of  "children.”  Thus  the  next  question  which  arises  is  who  were  these  children? 

One  of  these  "children”  of  John  Hilliard  and  his  wife,  Jane  Ballard,  was 
John  Hilliard  of  York  and  James  City  Counties  who  was  deceased  by  May  15, 
1706,  but  who  was  living  when  the  Quit  Rent  List  of  1704  was  taken  as 
proven  by  a  deed,  Sarah  Jones  to  John  Hilliard,  an  abstract  of  which  follows: 

On  May  15,  1706,  Sarah  Jones,  widow,  of  New  Kent  County,  Va.  for 
consideration  of  Love  and  affection  "I  have  and  care  to  John  Hilliard 
son  of  my  Cossen  John  Hilliard,  late  of  the  parish  and  County  of 
York  deceased  have  given  and  granted  and  by  these  presence  do  give 
and  grant  unto  him  ye  sd  John,  ye  son  of  John  Hilliard  dece’d.  and 
to  the  Heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever  one  cow  named 
Fortune  and  one  calf,”  etc.  .  .  .  "and  in  default  of  issue  of  ye  sd.  John 
then  to  be  unto  Mary  Hilliard  his  mother  and  her  heirs  for  ever.” 
—Recorded  June  15,  1706.  SARAH  JONES  (SEAL) 

(York  County,  Va.  W.  D.  12,  p.  423) 

The  Sarah  Jones  mentioned  above  was  the  grandaunt  of  John  Hilliard  (in 
that  day  "Cossen”  meant  neice  and  nephew  also  and  more  often  than  it  meant 
cousin)  and  aunt  of  John  Hilliard  "dece’d.”  Therefore,  Sarah  Jones  must  have 
been  either  the  sister  of  John  Hilliard’s  (dece’d)  mother  or  father.  Since  Jane 
( Ballard )  Hilliard  had  a  sister,  Sarah  Herman,  and  since  no  records  show  that 
John  Hilliard  had  a  sister  named  Sarah,  one  is  led  to  interpret  the  records 
as  meaning  that  Sarah  Ballard,  sister  of  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard,  married  (1) 

- Herman  and  (2)  -- — — —  Jones  and  that  as  Sarah  Jones  she  made  the 

deed  of  gift  to  her  grandnephew,  John  Hilliard.  Thus  we  have  proof  that 
John  Hilliard  and  his  wife,  Jane  Ballard,  had  issue  at  least  one  son,  John 
Hilliard  who  married  Mary  -  and  had  issue  John  Hilliard  the  grand¬ 

nephew  of  Sarah  (Ballard)  (Herman)  Jones,  widow. 

The  John  Hilliard  who  was  "dece’d”  in  1706  was  apparently  the  John 
Hilliard  who  was  shown  on  the  Quit  Rent  List  of  James  City  County  for  1704 
as  owning  200  acres  in  that  county.  The  administration  of  his  estate  was 
granted  to  William  Buckner  (who  had  married  Katherine  Ballard,  g-dau.  of 
Col.  Thomas  Ballard  and  grandneice  of  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard,  and  William 
Barber,  and  they  gave  bond  on  December  24,  1706  (York  Co.,  Deeds,  Orders, 
Wills.  Book  13,  p.  51). 

Now  that  it  has  been  proven  that  John  Hilliard  and  Jane  Ballard,  his 
wife,  had  a  son  John  Hilliard  of  York  and  James  City  Counties,  Va.,  one  is 
brought  to  wonder  who  the  other  "children”  could  have  been;  for  the  "con¬ 
sents”  stated  that  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard  was  the  mother  of  "children”  —  not 
of  a  child.  Since  the  records  of  Surry  and  York  Counties,  Va.,  do  not  contain 
other  data  on  John  and  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard,  they  must  have  moved  to 
James  City  County,  the  records  of  which  were  burned  in  the  Richmond  Fire 
of  1865,  where  their  son  John  Hilliard  owned  200  acres  in  1704.  A  search 
for  all  Hilliards  in  that  region  has  turned  up  only  one  person  of  the  name  who 
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could  have  been  one  of  the  other  "children.”  This  is  Jeremiah  Hilliard  who 
was  shown  on  the  Quit  Rent  List  of  James  City  County  in  1704  as  owning 
225  acres.  He  is  unaccounted  for  and  must  certainly  have  been  a  son  of  John 
Hilliard  and  his  wife  Jane  Ballard.  Furthermore,  since  John  Hilliard,  son  of 
John  Hilliard  "dece’d,”  apparently  had  no  issue  in  1706  according  to  the  deed 
of  gift  from  Sarah  Jones  and  since  the  property  was  to  go  to  the  wife  of  John 
Hilliard  dece’d  ’  should  John  Hilliard  ( the  son )  die  without  issue,  it  does 
not  seem  likely  that  Jeremiah  Hilliard  was  also  a  son  of  John  Hilliard  "dece’d.” 
However,  since  the  name  "Jeremiah”  was  used  among  the  descendants  of  John 
Hilliard  "dece’d”  Jeremiah  Hilliard  must  have  been  his  brother  and  a  son  of 
John  and  Jane  (Ballard)  Hilliard. 

From  the  records  thus  far  searched,  proof  is  more  or  less  conclusive  by 
deductive  reasoning  that  Jeremiah  Hilliard,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Ballard) 
Hilliard,  married  Elizabeth  —  and  had  issue:  JOHN  HILLIARD,  ROBERT 
HILLIARD,  JEREMIAH  HILLIARD  and  WILLIAM  HILLIARD;  and  after 
his  death  his  widow,  ELIZABETH,  married  Capt.  Simon  Jeffreys,  and  came 
with  him  to  North  Carolina  about  1721,  bringing  with  her  her  Hilliard  sons. 
For  further  information  on  the  descendants  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Hilliard 
the  reader  is  referred  to  Southside  Virginia  Families,  Vol.  11.  However,  the 
early  generations  of  Hilliard  have  been  charted  in  the  "Hilliard  Chart”  herein. 
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Chart  prepared  by  James  Byron  Hilliard  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 
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COMMISSION  OF  ISAAC  HILLIARD 
From  Governor  Tryon 
December  6,  1770 
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Explanation  To  The  Incorporators  Charts 

It  has  been  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  forming  a  family 
society  composed  of  four  families  rather  than  limiting  it  to  one  family 
was  because  of  the  large  number  of  intermarriages  between  these 
four  families.  These  intermarriages  are  too  numerous  to  list  or  even 
review  here,  but  in  order  to  give  those  interested  in  the  society  an 
idea  of  the  intermarriages  which  in  certain  branches  of  these  families 
took  place  the  incorporators’  charts  have  been  prepared  as  an  example. 
On  examining  these  charts  one  will  see  that  only  two  of  the  incorpo- 
rators  descend  from  all  four  families.  Of  the  others,  two  descend 
from  three  of  the  families,  one  from  two  of  the  families,  and  two 
from  only  one  of  the  families.  Furthermore,  not  one  of  the  four 
families  was  represented  by  all  of  the  incorporators.  It  is  felt  that 
these  facts  are  very  significant  since  prior  to  the  combining  of  these 
four  families  into  one  society  not  one  of  these  families  apparently 
felt  strong  enough  or  large  enough  so  far  as  interest  is  concerned  to 
undertake  the  formation  of  a  society  alone.  In  olden  days  family 
alliances  were  of  the  utmost  importance  if  a  family  were  to  be  suc¬ 
cessful  in  certain  various  undertakings,  and  it  can  be  seen  here  that 
even  today  family  alliances  can  be  put  to  a  useful  advantage. 

One  might  ask  the  advantage  of  such  an  "alliance”  regarding  a 
family  society.  There  is  no  short  answer  for  this  question,  but  it  will 
suffice  to  call  to  the  reader’s  attention  one  important  fact.  The  Alston 
family  history  was  printed  in  1901  and  little  interest  was  shown  in 
that  family  until  1951  and  no  significant  amount  of  new  material 
has  been  printed  on  that  family  since  the  Alston  history  was  first 
printed.  Flowever,  in  the  meantime,  much  information  has  been 
printed  on  the  Boddie  family  since  1918,  and  accounts  of  this  family 
appear  in  no  less  than  five  or  six  books.  Also,  accounts  on  the  Hilliard 
family  appear  in  two  books.  Therefore,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  if  such  a  society  had  been  organized  many  years  ago,  the  interest 
in  the  Boddie  and  later  the  Hilliard  families  would  probably  have 
kept  the  society  active  during  the  years  when  interest  in  the  Alston 
(and  Williams)  family  was  at  its  lowest.  If  one  looks  at  the  "alli¬ 
ances”  in  such  a  light  the  advantage  of  a  four-family  society  can  be 
seen  and  appreciated. 
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INCORPORATORS  CHART  NO 

WALTER  JAMES  ALSTON 


BARBARA  VIRGINIA  Dt-COUDRES  FRANK  GRAHAM  DcGOlJDRES  SUZANNE  DcCOUDRES 
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INCORPORATORS  CHART  NO.  II 

JAMES  BYRON  HILLIARD,  F.  ORAHAM  WILLIAMS,  GIDEON  FORTE  ALSTON 
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ALSTON-BODDIE  CHART 

Some  Ancient  Lineages 
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Part  III 

FAMILY  PORTRAITS 


”Our  ancestors  were  very  good  kind  of  folk.” 

— The  Rivals. 
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FAMILY  PORTRAITS 


The  collecting  of  family  portraits  for  this  book  and  finding 
sponsors  for  them  has  been  a  slow  process,  and  the  publishing  of  this 
book  has  been  delayed  several  times  in  order  that  as  many  family 
portraits  as  could  possibly  be  secured  could  appear  herein.  Now  that 
the  work  nears  completion,  we  see  that  these  delays  have  been  justi¬ 
fied,  for  the  Society  is  now  able  to  include  about  80  family  portraits 
in  this  book,  along  with  pictures  of  several  old  family  homes  made 
eligible  to  be  pictured  herein  since  reunions  have  been  held  at  them. 

In  order  to  make  the  identification  of  these  portraits  as  clear  as 
possible  they  have  been  presented  in  two  sections.  The  first  section 
consists  of  Alston,  Williams,  Boddie,  and  family  connections  and  the 
second  section  consists  of  Hilliard,  Boddie  and  family  connections. 
In  these  sections  there  are  short  biographical  sketches  of  those  whose 
portraits  are  pictured  in  this  book.  In  a  number  of  cases  it  has  been 
necessary  to  include  the  names  of  members  of  these  families  whose 
portraits  we  do  not  have,  and  in  order  to  prevent  that  from  causing 
confusion  the  names  of  those  whose  portraits  are  pictured  in  this 
book  appear  in  capital  letters. 

Furthermore,  the  Hilliard,  Boddie,  and  family  connections  sec¬ 
tion  has  been  written  in  a  genealogical  form  so  that  those  pictured 
can  be  placed  on  the  family  tree  in  their  proper  places.  This  form 
was  not  followed  in  the  Alston,  Williams,  Boddie  and  family  con¬ 
nections  section  since  one  can  refer  to  the  "Alston  Chart”  and  the 
"Incorporators’  Charts”  in  this  book  and  ascertain  where  those  family 
portraits  should  be  placed  on  the  family  tree. 
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SECTION  I 

Alston,  Williams,  Boddie  and  Family  Connections 


JOSEPH  JOHN  ALSTON  (March  15,  1767-April  29,  1841)  (Chatham 
Jack)  married  on  June  1,  1791  MARTHA  KEARNEY  (February  22,  1771- 
April  1852)  daughter  of  Philip  Kearney  and  wife  Elizabeth  Kinchen, 


SAMUEL  ALSTON  (July  5,  1770-November  1809)  son  of  Philip  Alston 
and  wife  Winifred  Whitmel,  married  ELIZABETH  FAULCON  (b.  1774)  on 
December  4,  1791  and  had  issue  among  others  REBECCA  EMILY  ALSTON 
(February  15,  1797-March  29,  1850)  who  married  James  Harris  Fitts  (1796- 
1832)  and  had  issue  among  others  James  Harris  Fitts,  Jr.  who  married  Mary 
E.  Burgess  (da.  of  Lovett  Samuel  Burgess  and  wife  Fanny  Cocke,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Cocke  and  wife  Winifred  Alston,  daughter  of  Philip  Alston  and  wife 
Winifred  Whitmel)  and  had  issue  among  others  FANNIE  FITTS  (August 
10,  1860-January  30,  1949)  who  married  her  cousin  SAMUEL  FITTS  ALSTON 
(January  6,  1859-January  11,  1922)  son  of  Louisa  Josephine  Jones  and  her 
husband  Joseph  John  Alston  (b.  May  15,  1835)  son  of  Col.  William  Williams 
Alston  (b.  March  27,  1799)  [son  of  Judge  Lemuel  James  Alston  (son  of  Solo¬ 
mon  Alston,  Jr.)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Williams  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph 
John  Williams  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Alston,  daughter  of  Philip  Alston  and 
his  wife  Winifred  Whitmel]  and  his  wife  MARY  HAYWOOD  BURGESS 
(b.  1803). 


Maj.  WILLIAM  WILLIAMS  (b.  March  8,  1760)  son  of  Solomon  Wil¬ 
liams  and  his  wife  Temperance  Boddie,  married  second  on  December  1,  1790 
ELIZABETH  KEARNEY  (May  20,  1769-May  22,  1863)  daughter  of  Philip 
Kearney  and  wife  Elizabeth  Kinchen. 


Probable  miniature  of  WILLIAM  ALSTON  (December  29,  1777-1810). 
In  the  private  papers  of  Caroline  Matilda  T.  Williams  (daughter  of  John  Allen 
Williams)  wife  of  Benjamin  Denton  Mann  this  miniature  portrait  was  found. 
It  was  slightly  damaged,  had  never  been  framed  and  was  without  any  identifi¬ 
cation,  but  it  had  carefully  been  protected  with  a  paper  cover.  It  is  felt  to  be 
one  of  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Mann  and  a  study  of  her  ancestry  and  the  picture 
in  conjunction  with  other  family  portraits  leads  one  to  conclude  that  the 
miniature  was  most  likely  painted  by  the  same  artist  who  did  the  miniature 
of  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Alston  and  the  portrait  of  Samuel  Alston  her  father. 
This  would  date  the  miniature  as  being  done  about  1801.  The  miniature  is 
definitely  of  a  young  man  and  one  probably  in  his  20’s.  The  only  ancestor  of 
Mrs.  Mann’s  who  would  seem  to  qualify  would  be  her  ancestor  WILLIAM 
ALSTON  (December  29,  1777-1810)  son  of  William  Alston  and  his  wife 
Martha  Hardee.  This  William  Alston  was  a  first  cousin  of  Rebecca  Emily 
Alston  and  nephew  of  her  father  so  he  could  have  easily  been  present  when 
their  portraits  were  painted  and  had  his  painted  at  the  same  time.  Such  seems 
to  be  the  most  logical  explanation  regarding  this  miniature  and  it  is  herein 
presented  as  a  miniature  of  WILLIAM  ALSTON  (December  29,  1777-1810). 
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EDWARD  ALSTON  (December  8,  1797-February  12,  1856)  son  of 
Thomas  Whitmel  Alston  (son  of  Philip  Alston  and  Winifred  Whitmel)  and 
wife  Lucy  Faulcon.  He  married  MARTHA  HILLIARD  DAVIS  (q.v. ) 

ELIZA  PIRRIE  (October  6,  1805-April  20,  1851)  a  pupil  of  the  famous 
Audubon  and  whom  he  complimentarily  referred  to  as  "the  beautiful  Eliza 
Pirrie,”  daughter  of  JAMES  PIRRIE,  "Master  of  Oakley”  and  his  wife,  LUCY 
(ALSTON)  GRAY  (1772-1833),  daughter  of  John  Alston  (1735-1802)  son 
of  Maj.  Solomon  Alston  (d.  1784).  ELIZA  PIRRIE  m.  (1)  Robert  Hilliard 
Barrow  (February  7,  1795-November  19,  1823)  son  of  Pheraby  (Hilliard) 
and  William  Barrow,  of  Highland  Plantation.  Of  this  marriage  there  was  one 
child,  born  posthumously;  Robert  Hilliard  Barrow,  Jr.  (March  23,  1824-Jan- 
uary  8,  1878)  m.  Mary  Eliza  Barrow  (1825-1920)  daughter  of  David  Barrow 
of  Afton  Villa  Plantation.  ELIZA  PIRRIE  BARROW,  widow,  m.  (2)  Rev. 
William  Robert  Bowman,  first  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Francis- 
ville.  La.  Her  (3)  m.  was  to  Dr.  Henry  A.  Lyons.  By  the  second  marriage  she 
became  the  mother  of  James  Pirrie  Bowman,  who  married  Sarah  Turnbull, 
daughter  of  Martha  Hilliard  Barrow  Turnbull,  of  Rosedown  Plantation. 

SARAH  ELIZABETH  LEONARD  (1828-1861)  who  married  Dr.  RICH¬ 
ARD  LEMUEL  BUTT  ( 1824-1901 )  son  of  Moses  Butt  and  his  wife  PRICILLA 
BANKS  (October  3,  1802)  daughter  of  RALPH  BANKS  (October  21,  1757- 
August  24,  1824)  and  his  wife  RACHEL  JONES  (1769-1854),  daughter  of 
James  Jones  and  wife  Charity  Alston. 

SALLIE  MADELINE  POTTS,  wife  of  Congress  Willis  Alston  (d.  April 
13,  1837)  son  of  Capt.  John  Alston  and  wife  Ann  Hunt  Macon. 

WILLIAM  KINCHEN  KEARNY  (August  1,  1785-January  25,  1869) 
son  of  Philip  Kearney  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Kinchen,  who  married  on  July 
16,  1810  BENJAMIN  LIARDEE  JAMES  MARIA  ALSTON  (December  25, 
1793-July  15,  1883)  daughter  of  William  Alston  and  wife  Martha  Hardee. 
(See  also  the  Hilliard,  Boddie,  and  Family  Connections,  Section  II) 

JONAS  CARR  WILLIAMS  of  "Shady  Hill”  (b.  December  24,  1850)  son 
of  JOHN  BUXTON  WILLIAMS  (July  26,  1815-July  17,  1887)  son  of 
Henry  Guston  Williams  and  his  wife  LUCY  BARKER  TUNSTALL  (May 
22,  1775-1857).  John  Buxton  Williams  m.  MARY  TEMPERANCE  HIL¬ 
LIARD  (see  Section  II).  Jonas  Carr  Williams  married  (1)  his  cousin  Martha 
Clark  Jones  and  (2)  Mrs.  Anna  Egerton. 

JOSEPH  JOHN  WILLIAMS  IV  (who  died  young)  son  of  JOSEPH 
JOHN  WILLIAMS  III  and  MARY  KEARNEY  DAVIS  ( see  Section  II ) . 

ELIZABETH  ALSTON  WILLIAMS  who  m.  ( 1 )  Henry  Thorne  and  ( 2 ) 
Dr.  Nicholas  J.  Drake,  and  sister  of  JOSEPH  JOHN  WILLIAMS  III.  Her 
portrait  is  supposed  to  have  been  painted  by  Rembrandt  Peale  while  she  was 
in  school  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

BENJAMIN  DENTON  MANN  (May  12,  1861 -September  8,  1934)  son 
of  BENJAMIN  DENTON  MANN  (March  13,  1819-October  21,  1863)  and 
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his  wife  CAROLINE  MATILDA  T.  WILLIAMS  (January  27,  1833-January 
20,  1900),  daughter  of  JOHN  ALLEN  WILLIAMS  ( 1796-December  4,  1882) 
and  his  wife  Charity  Dawson  Alston.  BENJAMIN  DENTON  MANN  ( b.  May 
12,  1861)  married  MARY  ELIZABETH  PARKER  (September  12,  1866- 
October  6,  1908)  daughter  of  Lt.  WILLIAM  FLETCHER  PARKER  (Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1842-December  2,  1909)  and  his  wife  ELIZABETH  JANE  HERRING 
(August  26,  1847-October  24,  1922)  daughter  of  Joshua  Herring  and  his  wife 
NANCY  BRYAN  HERRING  (July  27,  1826-January  31,  1898)  (see  In¬ 
corporators  Chart  No.  III). 

BONNIE  BRADFORD  (June  4,  1875-August  6,  1952)  and  her  husband 
JAMES  EUGENE  ALSTON  (July  15,  187 3 -July  7,  1951)  (married  November 
20,  1895 )  son  of  Judge  William  Jeffreys  Alston,  son  of  Nathaniel  Alston,  son 
of  James  Alston  and  his  wife  Grizel  Yancey  (see  Alston  Chart). 

GEORGE  BODDIE  (November  19,  1769-December  12,  1842)  son  of 
Nathan  Boddie  and  his  wife  Chloe  Crudrup,  and  his  wife  LUCY  WILLIAMS 
(March  15,  1782-April  23,  1849)  daughter  of  Maj.  John  Williams  of  Halifax 
Co.,  N.  C.  and  his  wife  Frances  Slatter  7iee  Bustin.  It  has  been  stated  that 
Maj.  John  Williams  of  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C.  (d.  1794-95;  see  his  will)  was  the 
son  of  Jacob  Williams  and  his  wife  Martha  Drake  of  Southampton  Co.,  Va., 
but  a  review  of  the  Williams  and  Drake  records  by  Dr.  Mann  recently  in 
connection  with  the  Drake  family  did  not  give  proof  that  such  was  the  case. 
On  the  other  hand,  records  were  located  which  contradict  such  a  statement  and 
it  has  now  been  proven  by  him  that  Maj.  John  Williams  of  Halifax  Co.,  N.  C. 
was  the  son  of  Nicholas  Williams  (d.  1791  Southampton  Co.,  Va. )  son  of 
Nicholas  Williams  (b.  ca.  1685)  son  of  John  Williams  (d.  1692)  in  Isle  of 
Wight  Co.,  Va. )  one  of  the  "founding  fathers”  of  these  four  families.  The 
proof  for  this  is  too  involved  to  be  discussed  here. 

HEZEKIAH  BROWN  (September  15,  1838-April  7,  1907)  and  his 
wife  SUSAN  ELIZABETH  HOOKER  (b.  January  22,  1845).  See  Incorpora¬ 
tors  Chart  No.  III. 

JOHN  JESSE  MYRICK  (August  25,  185 5 -September  15,  1930)  who 
married  EMMA  BROWN  HARRIS  (September  10,  1856-July  7,  1927),  daugh¬ 
ter  of  JAMES  HENRY  HARRIS  (1836-April  25,  1898),  son  of  James  Young 
Harris  and  wife  Nancy  Brown,  daughter  of  William  Henry  Brown,  son  of 
John  Brown  and  wife  Tamer  Thompson  ( for  lineage  back  to  Boddie,  see  the 
Boddie  account  herein). 

EBENEZER  HYMAN,  JR.  (January  8,  1845-1920)  and  wife  TALITHA 
BROWN  (August  12,  1841-1920)  daughter  of  Lunsford  Rhodes  Brown,  son 
of  Reuben  Brown,  son  of  James  Brown  and  Patty  Redding  his  wife  ( for 
lineage  back  to  Boddie,  see  the  Boddie  account  herein). 

DR.  WILIE  PERRY  (January  25,  1793-November  12,  1865)  son  of  Col. 
Jeremiah  Perry  and  his  wife  TEMPERANCE  BODDIE  (November  10,  1767- 
June  9,  1850),  daughter  of  Nathan  Boddie  and  Chloe  Crudup. 
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SECTION  II 

Hilliard,  Boddie  and  Family  Connections 

Group  I:  HILLIARD-B ARROW  DESCENDANTS: 

William  Barrow  (February  26-1765-November  9,  1823),  first  of  the  name 
in  Louisiana,  founder  of  Highland  Plantation  ca.  1797,  married  June  26,  1792 
Pheraby  Hilliard  (February  11,  1775-October  10,  1827)  daughter  of  Robert 
Hilliard  of  Northampton  County,  N.  C.  William  Barrow  was  the  son  of 
William  Barrow  (1725-1787),  of  Halifax  County,  N.  C.  and  his  wife  Olivia 
Ruffin,  daughter  of  Robert  Ruffin  and  his  wife  Anne  Bennett.  William  and 
Pheraby  (Hilliard)  Barrow  had  issue  among  others: 

1.  WILLIAM  RUFFIN  BARROW  (December  21,  1800-March  22,  1862) 
who  married  his  first  cousin  Olivia  Ruffin  Barrow  (April,  1806-June  6, 
1857),  daughter  of  the  first  Bennett  Barrow  in  Louisiana.  He  built  "Green¬ 
wood”  a  noted  Louisiana  plantation  home  in  1830.  This  beautiful  home 
has  been  frequently  pictured  in  various  books  and  magazines  and  was 
burned  in  I960. 

2.  BENNETT  HILLIARD  BARROW,  who  inherited  Highland,  was  a  noted 
farmer.  (October  21,  1811-May  29,  1854).  He  married  (1)  December  16, 
1830,  EMILY  JOOR  (July  15,  1815-August  22,  1845),  daughter  of  Gen. 
John  Joor  of  Woodville,  Miss.  He  married  (2)  sister  of  his  first  wife,  Ann 
Joor  Haile,  widow. 

a.  HILLIARD  BAT  BARROW  (August  24,  1843-December  12,  1923), 
son  of  Bennett  Hilliard  Barrow  and  his  first  wife  Emily  Joor,  married 
January  10,  1865  at  Holly  Grove  Plantation  Mary  Charlotte  Smith  (Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1842-January  29,  1900)  only  child  of  Philander  C.  Smith,  of 
Poplar  Stand  Plantation  and  his  wife  Mary  Dalton  Richardson  of  Holly 
Grove  Plantation. 

Group  II:  DESCENDANTS  of  ISAAC  HILLIARD  and  their  Connections: 

ISAAC  HILLIARD  (July  28,  1738-June  25,  1790)  married  on  April 
20,  1765  LEAH  CRAFFORD  (August  27,  1749-October  20,  1823)  and  had 

issue  among  others: 

1.  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Hilliard  (1766-1816)  married  Archibald  Davis  (1763- 
1821).  Their  portraits  were  destroyed  by  fire  about  30  years  ago  when  the 
plantation  home  at  "Alston  Farm”  was  burned  and  so  far  as  is  known 
copies  of  them  had  never  been  made.  They  had  issue  among  others: 

a.  ELIZABETH  CRAFFORD  DAVIS  (January  21,  1792-January  17,  1872) 
m.  July  20,  1812  Nicholas  Faulcon  Alston. 

b.  HARTWELL  HODGES  DAVIS  (April  27,  1793-1870)  m.  October  10, 
1812  Robert  Webb  Williams  (February  27,  1792-November  1,  1822). 

c.  Archibald  Hilliard  Davis  (1799-1854)  m.  (2)  Caroline  Cornelia  Kearney. 
A  portrait  of  him  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  des¬ 
cendants  but  this  has  yet  to  be  verified. 
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d.  MARTHA  HILLIARD  DAVIS  (February  22,  1801-May  16,  1876)  m. 
EDWARD  ALSTON  (December  8,  1797-February  12,  1856)  son  of 
Thomas  Whitmel  Alston  and  wife  Lucy  Faulcon. 

e.  MARY  KEARNEY  DAVIS  (December  13,  1802-February  27,  1887) 
m.  JOSEPH  JOHN  WILLIAMS  III  (d.  in  1833  aged  38  years)  and  had 
issue  among  others: 

i.  JOSEPH  JOHN  WILLIAMS  IV  (q.  v.)  who  died  young— pictured 
under  section  1. 

ii.  LUCY  EUGENIA  WILLIAMS  (October  10,  1826-January  11,  1906) 
m.  Col.  William  H.  Polk,  brother  of  James  K.  Polk  the  11th  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

f.  TEMPERANCE  WILLIAMS  DAVIS  (September  26,  1804- August  6, 
1854)  m.  William  Williams  Thorne  (1798-1838)  son  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Thorne  and  his  wife  Mrs.  Martha  ( Whitmel-Williams)  Hill,  da.  of  Col. 
Joseph  John  Williams  and  wife  Rosannah  Conner. 

g.  LUCY  HENRY  DAVIS  (October  11,  1811-September  26,  1896)  m.  De¬ 
cember  8,  1831  Nicholas  Bryar  Massenburg  (April  5,  1806-October  25, 
1867,  son  of  Dr.  Cargill  Massenburg  and  wife  Ann  Bryar. 

2.  JAMES  HILLIARD  (October  30,  1768-July  6,  1832)  m.  September  25, 
1798  MOURNING  BODDIE  (February  26,  1778-February  25,  1847)  and 
had  issue  among  others: 

a.  ISAAC  HILLIARD  (February  25,  1801-March  28,  1853)  m.  November 
4,  1830  Lucy  Emily  Hilliard,  his  cousin. 

b.  JAMES  CRAFFORD  HILLIARD  (November  3,  I806-April  13,  I860) 
m.  (1)  MARY  ANN  RUFFIN  (February  10,  1813~December  11,  1843) 
and  had  issue  among  others: 

i.  SAMUEL  RUFFIN  HILLIARD  (November  10,  1840-October  2, 
1922)  m.  January  17,  1894  SARAH  (Sallie)  ELIZABETH  JONES 
(November  28,  1866-December  9,  1926) 

c.  ELIZABETH  JANE  HILLIARD  (February  1,  1809-December  25,  1840) 
m.  JONAS  JOHNSTON  CARR  (February  15,  1805-May  16,  1843)  and 
had  issue  among  others: 

i.  MARY  BODDIE  CARR  (July  18,  1833-July  30,  1917)  married 
David  Hinton  and  resided  at  "Midway  Plantation”  which  is  located 
7  miles  east  of  Raleigh  on  Highway  64,  Wake  County. 

ii.  ELIAS  CARR  (February  25,  1839-July  22,  1900)  m.  May  24,  1859 
WILLIAM  ELEANOR  KEARNY  (March  1,  1840-March  29,  1912) 
daughter  of  WILLIAM  KINCHEN  KEARNY  and  wife  BENJAMIN 
HARDEE  JAMES  MARIA  ALSTON  (q.  v.).  ELIAS  CARR  was  the 
71st  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

d.  ELIJAH  BODDIE  HILLIARD  (1815-July  27,  1862)  m.  November  24, 
1835  REBECCA  BROWN  POWELL  (August  22,  18l6-November  18, 
1860). 

e.  MARY  TEMPERANCE  HILLIARD  (November  I6,  1816-February  4, 
1866)  m.  December  17,  1834  JOHN  BUXTON  WILLIAMS  (July  26, 
1815-July  17,  1887)  son  of  Henry  Guston  Williams  and  wife  LUCY 
TUNSTALL  (q.  v.) 

f.  MARTHA  LEAH  HILLIARD  (May  2,  1819-December  7,  1892)  m. 
May  2,  1838  ALGERNON  SIDNEY  PERRY,  M.D.  (November  26, 
1807-January  26,  1875)  son  of  Col.  Jeremiah  Perry  and  wife  TEM¬ 
PERANCE  BODDIE,  q.  V.) 
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SECTION  III 


The  portraits  aod  pictures  of  old  homes  in  this  book  were,  with  only 
two  exceptions,  sponsored  by  the  following  persons: 


Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams 
Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard 
of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  R.  Hunt  Parker 
Mrs.  Mildred  H.  LaMotte 
Mrs.  Val.  Alston  Bell 
Mr.  Isaac  Hilliard 
Mr.  Edward  Hobbs  Hilliard 
Dr.  Robert  Edgar  Williams 
Mr.  James  Byron  Hilliard 
of  Kentucky 

Miss  Caroline  Alston  Mann 
Mrs.  Charles  Murray  Rudulph 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Jr. 

Dr.  William  M.  Mann,  Jr. 

Mrs.  W. 


Mr.  Bennett  H.  Perry 
Mrs.  Chessie  B.  Mann. 

Mr.  Arthur  Jordan  Butt,  I 
Mr.  John  W.  Bailey 
Mrs.  Lillian  A.  Jowers 
Mrs.  William  H.  Fillmore 
Miss  Mary  Barrow  Linfield 
Mrs.  Benjamin  E.  Cook 
Mrs.  James  U.  Galloway 
Mrs.  D.  Lacy  Alston 
Mrs.  Paul  H.  Rose 
Mrs.  William  A.  Graham 
Miss  Mariam  N.  Boyd 
Mrs.  Natalie  R.  Grosz 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Corr 
.  Robertson 
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Joseph  John  Alston  Martha  (Kearney)  Alston 

1767-1841  1771-1852 


61 


Samuel  Alston  Elizabeth  (Faulcon)  Alston 

1770-1809  b.  1774 
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Rebecca  Emily  (Alston)  Fitts 
1797-1850 
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Fannie  (Fitts)  Alston  Samuel  Fitts  Alston 

1860-1949  1859-1922 
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William  Alston  Mary  Haywood  (Burgess)  Alston 

1777-1810  b.  1803 
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Maj.  William  Williams  Elizabeth  (Kearney)  Williams 

b.  1760  1769-1863 
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Edward  Alston  Martha  Hilliard  (Davis)  Alston 

1792-1856  1801-1876 
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Eliza  Pirrie  Sallie  Madeline  (Potts)  Alston 

1805-1851 


1  M  Mi 


James  Pirrie  Lucy  (Alston)  Pirrie 
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Dr.  Richard  Lemuel  Butt  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Leonard)  Butt 

1824-1901  1828-1861 
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Rachel  (Jones)  Banks  Ralph  Banks 

1769-1854  1757-1823 


81 


Priscilla  (Banks)  Butt  Jonas  Carr  Williams 

b.  1802  1850-1914 
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William  Kinchen  Kearny  B.  H.  J.  Maria  (Alston)  Kearny 

1785-1869  1793-1883 


John  Buxton  Williams 

1815-188:^ 
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Mary  Temperance  (Hilliard)  Williams 

1816-1866 
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Lucy  Barker 


(Tunstall)  Williams 

17754857 
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Joseph  John  Williams  III  Mary  Kearney  (Davis)  Williams 

d.  1833  1802-1887 
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Joseph  John  Williams  IV  Elizabeth  Alston  (Williams)  (Thorne)  Drake 
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Benjamin  Denton  Mann  Mary  Elizabeth  (Parker)  Mann 

1861-1934  1866-1908 
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John  Allen  Williams  William  Fletcher  Parker 

1796-1882  1842-1909 
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Nancy  Bryan  (Herring)  Herring  Mrs.  William  Fletcher  Parker  Mary  Elizabeth  Parker 

1826-1898  b.  1847  b.  1866 


Bonnie  (  Bradford  )  Alston 
1875-1952 


James  Eugene  Alston 
1873-1951 
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George  Boddie  Lucy  (Williams)  Boddie 

1769-1842  1782-1849 


Hezekiah  Brown  Susan  Elizabeth  (Hooker)  Brown 

1838-1907  b.  1845 
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John  Jesse  Myrick  Emma  Brown  (Harris)  Myrick 

1855-1930  1856-1927 


Ebenezer  Hyman,  Jr. 
1845-1920 


Talitha  (Brown)  Hyman 
1841-1920 
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James  Henry  Harris 
1836-1898 
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Dr.  Wilie  Perry  Temperance  (Boddie)  Perry 

1793-1865  1767-1850 
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William  Ruffin  Barrow  Hilliard  Bat  Barrow 

1800-1862  1843-1923 
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Bennett  Hilliard  Barrow  Emily  (Joor)  Barrow 

1811-1854  1815-1845 
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Isaac  Hilliard  Leah  (Crafford)  Hilliard 

1738-1790  1749-1823 
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Elizabeth  Crafford  (Davis)  Alston  Hartwell  Hodges  (Davis;  Williams 

1792-1872  1793-1870 
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Mourning  (Boddie)  Hilliard 
1778-1847 
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Isaac  Hilliard 
1738=1790 
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Isaac  Hilliard 
1801=1853 
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James  Crafford  Hilliard  Mary  Ann  (Ruffin)  Hilliard 

1806-1860  1813-1843 
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Jonas  Johnston  Carr  Elizabeth  Jane  (Hilliard)  Carr 

1805-1843  1809-1840 


Lucy  Henry  (Davis)  Massenburg 
1811-1896 
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Gov.  Elias  Carr  William  Eleanor  (Kearny)  Carr 

1839-1900  1840-1912 


J  4... 
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Algernon  Sidney  Perry,  M.D.  Martha  Leah  (Hilliard)  Perry 

1807-1873  1819-1892 


Part  IV 

SHORT  HISTORIES  of  the  REUNIONS 


"'This  world  would  be  a  poor  world  indeed 
without  the  inspiration  of  ancestral  memories 
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ODELL  CASTLE,  1640  —  Bedfordshire,  England 
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GREAT  CASCINE”  Franklin  County,  N.  C. 


"BRACEBRIDGE  HALL” 
Edgecombe  County,  N.  C. 
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SHORT  HISTORIES  of  the  REUNIONS 


”’Tis  pleasant  to  recall  the  former  days, 

And  write  it  down  for  those  we  love  to  read.” 


The  Alston- Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion  was  an  outgrowth  of 
the  first  Alston  Family  Reunion.  This  reunion  was  held  at  ”Aspin  Hall”  in 
Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Lacy  Alston,  on  June  24, 
1951.  With  the  exception  of  1954  a  reunion  has  been  held  annually  in  North 
Carolina,  and  since  1951,  the  name  of  the  reunion  has  evolved  to  the  Alston- 
Williams  and  Allied  Families  Reunion  in  order  that  more  people  would  be 
interested  in  it. 

The  reason  that  the  reunion  was  not  held  in  1954  was  because  Mr.  D. 
Lacy  Alston  was  ill  in  the  hospital.  Although  no  reunion  was  held  then,  the 
reunions  have  been  numbered  consecutively  since  1951  with  the  remark  that 
the  fourth  reunion  was  not  held  because  of  Mr.  Alston’s  illness.  This  is  done 
as  a  mute  tribute  to  Mr.  Alston  who  served  as  the  president  of  the  reunions 
from  1951  until  his  death  in  January  of  1958. 

"Aspin  Hall,”  the  home  at  which  the  first  reunion  was  held,  was  the 
home  of  Gideon  Alston,  son  of  Joseph  John  (Chatham  Jack)  Alston  and  his 
wife  Martha  Kearney,  and  his  wife  Evelyn  Alson,  daughter  of  Philip  Guston 
Alston  and  his  wife  Mary  Williams  Harris  of  Warren  County,  N.  C.  In  this 
home  were  preserved  portraits  of  Joseph  John  (Chatham  Jack)  Alston  and 
his  wife  Martha  Kearney,  and  the  Society  is  happy  to  announce  that  copies 
of  these  portraits  as  well  as  a  picture  of  "Aspin  Hall”  were  contributed  to  this 
yearbook  by  Mrs.  D.  Lacy  Alston.  At  this  reunion  Mr.  D.  Lacy  Alston  was 
made  president  of  the  reunion,  and  it  was  decided  by  those  present  that  a 
reunion  be  held  each  year  thereafter  in  May  or  June  to  stimulate  interest  in 
family  history.  There  were  about  100  people  present  and  all  enjoyed  the 
fellowship. 

The  second  reunion  was  held  on  June  23,  1952  at  "Cherry  Hill,”  Inez, 
Warren  County,  N.  C.  This  beautiful  old  anti-bellum  home  is  now  the  home 
of  Mr.  Edgar  Faulcon  Alston  and  his  sisters.  Misses  Carrie  and  Jennie  Alston. 
"Cherry  Hill”  is  interesting  because  it  is  the  only  place  in  the  state  built  and 
occupied  by  Alstons  since  around  1760  so  far  as  is  known.  The  first  house  was 
built  by  William  Alston  who  married  Martha  Hardee.  There  they  reared  a 
large  family,  and  at  his  death  or  sometime  before,  the  place  was  sold  to  his 
nephew,  George  Washington  Alston,  who  married  Mariana  Williams,  grand¬ 
parents  of  the  present  owners.  It  contains  many  lovely  antiques.  In  all,  about 
225  registered  and  enjoyed  the  feelings  of  good  will  which  exists  among  these 
families. 

The  third  reunion  was  held  on  the  4th  Sunday  in  May,  1953,  at  "Alston 
Farm”  near  Epson,  Vance  County,  N.  C.  The  beautiful  old  home  which  once 
graced  the  ancient  grove  there  was  burned  to  the  ground  about  20  years  ago. 
Shortly  after  the  fire,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston,  while  surveying  the  ashes  of  his 
beloved  childhood  home  decided  to  build  it  back  just  as  it  was  as  nearly  as  it 
was  possible  to  do.  Shortly,  work  was  underway,  and  this  replica  of  his  old 
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home  which  now  stands  there  is  a  loving  tribute  to  the  sweet  memories  of 
by-gone  days.  At  this  reunion  Mr.  Alston  welcomed  the  guests,  and  short 
speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  D.  Lacy  Alston  and  Judges  R.  Hunt  Parker  and 
Hubert  Olive,  they  having  married  into  the  family.  The  usual  picnic  lunch 
was  served  and  the  hospitality  enjoyed  there  was  a  strong  reminder  of  the 
hospitality  for  which  the  home  has  long  been  noted. 

The  fourth  reunion  was  not  held  due  to  Mr.  D.  Lacy  Alston’s  being  ill  in 
the  hospital.  He  had  again  invited  the  retmion  to  meet  at  his  home,  "Aspin 
Hall.” 

The  next  year,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston  and  his  sisters  invited  the  reunion 
to  'Alston  Farm”  again,  and  on  May  25,  1955  the  fifth  reunion  was  held 
there.  About  350  attended  and  much  interest  was  displayed  in  getting  out  a 
family  history.  To  this  reunion  came  a  significant  number  of  family  connec¬ 
tions  from  other  states,  and  their  presence  was  a  boost  to  the  morale  of  those 
who  had  been  interested  in  the  reunions  from  the  very  first.  The  place  of  the 
next  meeting  was  left  open,  and  later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Alston  Thompson, 
Mrs.  Thompson  being  the  former  Margaret  Alston,  invited  the  reunion  to  their 
home  at  Franklinton,  N.  C. 

Thus,  on  May  27,  1956  the  sixth  reunion  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  and  about  300  were  present.  A  movement  to  reprint  the 
Alston  family  history  was  begun  with  Mr.  Lacy  Alston,  president,  and  Mrs. 
Val.  Alston  Bell,  secretary  and  treasurer.  It  was  also  approved  that  each  of  the 
members  of  the  reunion  be  assessed  a  dollar  a  year  for  expenses  of  the  reunion 
and  an  amount  of  S  5  0.00  was  paid  to  the  treasurer  at  that  time.  This  assess¬ 
ment  has  not,  however,  been  put  in  effect  since  the  first  collection.  At  this 
reunion  the  oldest  person  present  was  Mrs.  Lucy  Fort  of  Oxford,  N.  C.  who 
was  95  years  old.  Before  the  picnic  lunch  was  served,  little  Mary  Patterson, 
granddaughter  of  the  Thompsons,  sang  the  "Lord’s  Prayer”  as  the  blessing. 

The  seventh  reunion  was  held  on  the  4th  Sunday  in  June,  1957,  at  "Myrtle 
Lawn,”  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Williams,  near  Inez,  Warren 
County,  N.  C.  This  was  the  old  home  of  Dr.  Edgar  Williams  and  his  wife, 
Valeria  Virginia  Kearney,  the  grandparents  of  the  present  owner.  Not  many 
years  ago  Mr.  Williams  restored  and  modernized  "Myrtle  Lawn,”  and  it  will 
stand  for  many  years  to  come.  On  one  occasion  while  showing  a  distant  cousin 
over  the  beautiful  home,  he  stopped  at  the  little  closet  beneath  the  stairs  and 
told  the  cousin  that  before  he  remodelled  the  house  that  was  the  only  closet 
in  the  house.  The  cousin  jokingly  said,  "Well,  you  know  the  reason  for  that — 
we  just  don’t  have  any  family  skeletons  to  hide  in  the  closets.”  Mr.  Williams 
laughed  and  said,  "Maybe  that’s  so,  but  my  grandfather  was  a  doctor,  and  it 
was  in  that  closet  that  the  skeleton  which  he  had  was  stored.”  At  this  reunion 
talks  were  made  by  Dr.  Peete  of  Warrenton  and  Mrs.  R.  Hunt  Parker.  It  was 
announced  that  Mr.  Walter  J.  Alston  was  underwriting  Dr.  Grove’s  book  and 
that  it  would  be  off  the  press  soon.  The  gathering  was  so  large  that  no  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  was  held,  no  funds  collected,  no  officers  elected,  and  no  place  for 
a  future  meeting  decided  upon. 

In  January,  1958,  Mr.  D.  Lacy  Alston  died,  and  Mrs.  Val.  Alston  Bell 
wrote  Mr.  F.  Graham  Williams  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  asking  him  to  be  president  of 
the  reunion.  Mr.  Williams  accepted  the  position,  and  about  this  time,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Davis  invited  the  reunion  to  their  home,  "Lake  of  the  Woods,’ 
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Warren  County,  N.  C.  The  Davis’  kind  and  gracious  invitation  was  accepted, 
and  on  June  22,  1958  members  of  the  Alston,  Williams,  and  allied  families 
met  there  for  a  most  enjoyable  reunion.  The  day  was  cold  and  threatening, 
but  the  weather  did  not  mar  the  occasion.  Guests  from  Florida,  Ohio,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  the  District  of  Columbia  were  also  present, 
and  as  usual  the  knowledge  of  their  presence  did  much  to  stimulate  interest 
in  these  families.  A  basket  was  placed  for  donations  to  defer  the  expenses  of 
the  reunion  and  about  $37.00  was  collected.  At  this  reunion  no  business  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  and  no  officers  were  elected  due  to  the  large  number  of  people 
present. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  Alston-Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 
held  a  business  meeting  in  October,  1958  in  order  to  make  plans  for  the 
coming  year.  At  this  meeting  Mrs.  Elias  Carr,  Jr.  invited  the  reunion  to  meet  at 
her  home,  "Bracebridge  Hall”  in  Edgecombe  County,  N.  C.  Her  kind  invi¬ 
tation  was  enthusiastically  accepted,  and  on  June  7,  1959  the  ninth  reunion 
was  held  there.  "Bracebridge  Hall”  is  a  beautiful  old  anti-bellum  home  built 
about  1830  by  Jonas  Johnston  Carr  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Jane  Hilliard.  This 
beautiful  home  was  not  to  be  the  scene  of  much  happiness  for  many  years 
after  it  was  built  since  in  1840  Elizabeth  Jane  (Hilliard)  Carr  died  and  in 
1843  her  husband  passed  away  also,  leaving  as  orphans  their  three  children, 
William  Byas  Carr,  Elias  Carr,  and  Mary  Boddie  Carr.  These  children  were 
left  in  the  care  of  their  guardian,  John  Buxton  Williams,  of  "Buxton  Place,” 
Warren  County,  N.  C.  who  had  married  their  aunt,  Mary  Temperance  Hilliard. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  to  close  "Bracebridge  Hall”  and  take  the  children  to 
"Buxton  Place”  to  be  reared.  However,  following  the  marriage  of  Elias  Carr 
to  William  Eleanor  Kearny,  daughter  of  William  Kinchin  Kearny  and  his 
wife  (and  cousin)  Benjamin  Hardee  James  Maria  Alston,  "Bracebridge  Hall” 
was  reopened  and  became  one  of  the  social  centers  for  family  gatherings  for 
many  years  to  come.  Furthermore,  Elias  Carr  became  the  71st  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  and  was  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  state.  At  his 
death  the  home  passed  to  his  son,  Elias  Carr,  Jr.,  whose  widow  was  the  gracious 
hostess  at  the  reunion. 

At  this  reunion  the  former  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  F.  Graham  Wil¬ 
liams,  presided,  but  since  the  society  at  its  annual  meeting  the  preceding  day 
had  dispensed  with  all  necessary  business,  the  reunion  was  a  very  informal 
picnic  gathering.  However,  it  was  at  this  reunion  that  Mr.  Bennett  H.  Perry 
extended  to  the  Alston- Williams-  Boddie-Hilliard  Society  an  invitation  to  have 
the  next  reunion  ( I960 )  at  his  ancestral  home,  "Cascine,”  which  is  in  Franklin 
County,  N.  C.  This  invitation  was  accepted  but  the  date  was  left  to  be  de¬ 
termined  later. 


Mrs.  Elias  Carr,  Jr.  was  a  gracious  hostess,  and  she  was  assisted  by  her 
daughter  and  son-in-law.  Col.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Fillmore  who  reside  not 
far  from  her  at  their  home  "Chosumneda.”  The  reunion  had  a  large  attendance 
and  each  person  doubtlessly  left  with  a  feeling  of  looking  forward  to  attend¬ 
ing  the  reunion  the  next  year. 


On  June  12th,  I960  the  10th  reunion  was  held  at  "Cascine,”  a  beautiful 
old  southern  plantation,  the  grant  for  which  dates  from  1746.  On  this  planta¬ 
tion,  which  is  near  Louisburg,  N.  C.,  there  are  two  outstanding  manor  houses, 
"Little  Cascine”  and  "Great  Cascine.”  "Little  Cascine”  was  built  about  1750  by 
Jeremiah  Perry,  the  elder,  and  has  been  restored  by  his  descendant,  Mr. 
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Bennett  H.  Perry.  In  it  is  a  citation  from  the  Department  of  Interior  (U.  S.  A. 
Gov.)  stating  that  this  building  should  be  preserved  for  posterity  because  of 
its  outstanding  architectural  features. 

The  other  house  at  "Cascine”  is  quite  large  and  is  sometimes  called 
"Great  Cascine.”  It  was  built  about  1850  by  Algernon  Sidney  Perry,  M.D.  and 
his  wife  Martha  Leah  Hilliard,  daughter  of  James  Hilliard  and  his  wife 
Mourning  Boddie,  and  is  one  of  the  outstanding  anti-bellum  homes  of  that 
section  of  the  State. 

At  this  reunion  there  were  about  400  people  present,  some  of  them  being 
from  as  far  away  as  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The  fellowship  that  prevailed  made  it 
evident  that  everyone  had  a  good  time,  and  much  interest  was  manifested  in 
this  book  to  be  published  by  the  Society.  Since  as  usual  the  meeting  was  an  in¬ 
formal  picnic  gathering  there  was  no  business  meeting  although  announce¬ 
ments  were  made  concerning  this  book. 
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Part  V 


THE  ROSTER 


^'Tell  your  childre^i  of  it,  mid 
let  your  children  tell  their 
children,  and  their  children 
another  generation.” 

— Joel  I,  3. 


”Like  leaves  on  trees  the  race  of  man  is  found. 

Notv  green  in  youth,  now  withering  on  the  ground. 

Another  race  the  following  spring  supplies, 

They  fall  successive,  and  successive  rise; 

So  generations  in  their  course  decay. 

So  flourish  these,  when  those  are  past  away.” 

The  Illiad 


translation  by 
Alexander  Pope 
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COURT  OF  ELIGIBILITY 


The  statutes  of  the  Alston- Williams-Boddie-Hilliard  Society 
provide  for  a  Court  of  Eligibility,  the  function  of  which  is  expressed 
in  the  statutes  as  follows: 

This  body  shall  be  in  charge  of  verifying  a  candidate’s 
lineage  should  there  be  voiced  by  one  or  more  members 
of  the  Council  any  doubt  concerning  its  accuracy. 

For  a  lineage  referred  to  the  Court  of  Eligibility  to 
be  considered  proved  accurate  it  must  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  court  present  at  the  session 
of  the  court  held  for  that  purpose  after  the  lineage  has 
been  duly  investigated. 

All  of  the  Charter  members  of  the  Society  shall  have 
life  membership  on  the  Court  of  Eligibility. 

Including  the  Life  Members  of  the  Court,  the  number 
of  the  Court  shall  not  exceed  sixteen. 

The  officers  of  the  court  shall  be  the  chairman  and  the 
secretary  and  they  shall  be  appointed  from  among  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  court  by  the  President  of  the  Society  for 
terms  of  one  year. 

The  members  of  the  court  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  society  for  terms  of  one  year. 

The  Council  may  delegate  to  the  Court  of  Eligibility 
such  functions  as  it  may  deem  necessary  relative  to  the  col¬ 
lecting  and  publishing  of  genealogical  and  historical  ma¬ 
terial. 


In  addition  to  those  who  have  life  membership  on  the  Court  of 
Eligibility,  the  following  have  been  appointed  as  members  of  the 
court : 


Mr.  James  Jones  Banks 
Mr.  Dennis  H.  Holliday 
Mr.  Arthur  J.  Butt,  I 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Summers 


Miss  Mary  Barrow  Linfield 
Mrs.  Benjamin  E.  Cook 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Lowe 
Mrs.  Russell  H.  Dean 


Mr.  James  Jones  Banks  has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  court 
and  Mrs.  Russell  H.  Dean  as  secretary. 
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313^/2  Cedar  St. 

Suffolk,  Va. 

62.  Mrs.  L.  S.  Bryan 
307  Raleigh  St. 

Oxford,  N.  C. 

63.  Mrs.  Ernest  Dahl 
P.  O.  Box  1626 
Burlington,  N.  C. 

64.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bowers,  Jr. 

202  Madison  St. 

Canton,  Miss. 

65.  Mrs.  Jim  S.  Phillips 
Box  306,  Butler,  Ala. 

66.  Mr.  Benjamin  Edwards  Cook 
314  East  Capitol 
Washington  3,  D.  C. 

67.  Mrs.  Paul  Howard  Rose 
270  Charles  St. 

Henderson,  N.  C. 

68.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Clamp 
P.  O.  Box  634 
Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

69.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Person 
Enfield,  N.  C. 

70.  Mrs.  E.  V.  Carlton 
Littleton,  N.  C. 

71.  Mrs.  Judith  Boddie  Walker 
Laurel  Lane 
Greenwich,  Conn. 

72.  Mrs.  James  Allison  Cooper 
272  Gholson  Ave. 

Henderson,  N.  C. 

73.  Mrs.  George  D.  Wheeless 
734  Hill  St. 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

74.  Mr.  Nicholas  Bunn  Boddie,  Jr. 
415  Sunset  Ave. 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 


75.  Mrs.  Matilda  Alston  Colihon 
Otter  Rock  Drive 
Greenwich,  Conn. 

76.  Mr.  William  W.  Alston,  Jr. 

507  W.  20th  St. 

Lumberton,  N.  C. 

77.  Mrs.  Russell  B.  DeCoudres,  Jr. 
510  North  Beach  St. 

Ormand  Beach,  Fla. 

78.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Sinclair 
Wakefield,  La. 

79.  Mrs.  John  C.  Miller 
2685  Edward  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

80.  Mrs.  Julia  Belle  Heard  Greer 
925  15th  Ave.,  N. 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

81.  Mrs.  Lewis  Alston  Thompson,  Sr. 
1001  East  Mason  St. 

Franklinton,  N.  C. 

82.  Mrs.  Cornelia  Evans  Brandon 
Cabral 

2940  Palmyra  St. 

New  Orleans  19,  La. 

83.  Mrs.  Thomas  Jackson  Lowe 
304  S.  Waccamaw  Ave. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

84.  Mrs.  Natalie  Carlisle  Kerr 
404  West  Alabama  Ave. 
Houston  6,  Texas 

85.  Mr.  J.  Byron  Hilliard 
Tirbracken  Farm 
Prospect,  Ky. 

86.  Mrs.  Laura  Smith  Johnston 
Plymouth,  N.  C. 

87.  Mrs.  Russell  E.  Cardwell 
4104  Forest  Circle 
Richmond  25,  Va. 

88.  Mr.  James  Hilliard  Smith 
1205  E.  Mulberry  St. 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

89.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Graham 

Box  602,  Warren  ton,  N.  C. 


*  Deceased 
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90.  Miss  Mariam  Norwood  Boyd 
Box  602,  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

91.  Mrs.  Harris  Paxton  Moore 
2550  Shirley  Ave. 

Fort  Worth  9,  Texas 

92.  Mrs.  Perq^  A.  Bryant 
P.  O.  Box  691 

Bay  Minette,  Ala. 

93.  Mrs.  Elias  Carr 
"Bracebridge  Hall”,  R.F.D. 
Macclesfield,  N.  C. 

94.  Mr.  William  Carr  Fillmore 
5405  Surrey  St.,  Somerset 
Chevy  Chase  15,  Md. 

95.  Mrs.  Fletcher  B.  Taylor,  Jr. 

522  Montclair  Ave. 

Oakland  6,  Calif. 

96.  Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hooker 
16  Willow  Place 
Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 

97.  Mr.  Francis  J.  Carr 
208  Witherspoon  Rd. 
Baltimore  12,  Md. 

98.  Miss  Elizabeth  Rogers  Hilliard 
1227  Dawson  Place 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

99.  Mrs.  Fielding  Lewis  Fry 
227  Fisher  Park  Circle 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

100.  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Edgar 
423  Harrison  Ave. 

Highland  Park,  N.  J. 

101.  Mr.  Harry  Clanton  Williams 
Faunsdale,  Ala. 

102.  Mr.  Frederick  Williams 
Rt.  3,  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

103.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Parham,  Jr. 

(Jennie  Williams  Newell 
Parham ) 

Franklinton,  N.  C. 

104.  Mr.  James  Speed  Massenburg 
2240  Circle  Dr. 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

*  Deceased 


105.  Mrs.  C.  Woodrow  Teague 
3341  White  Oak  Rd. 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

106.  Mrs.  Thomas  Williams 
Hawkins,  Jr. 

Box  386,  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

107.  Mrs.  William  A.  Sherratt 
West  Wilson  Creek  Rd. 

Rt.  3,  New  Bern,  N.  C. 

108.  Mrs.  Charles  Murray  Rudulph 
2723  Niazuma  Ave. 
Birmingham  5,  Ala. 

109.  Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Cheek 
2401  Country  Club  Dr. 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

110.  Mrs.  Chester  Logan  Davidson 
184-57  Aberdeen  Rd. 

Jamaica  Estates  32,  N.  Y. 

111.  Mrs.  Joanne  Alston  Geiger 
Rt.  2,  Gaston,  S.  C. 

112.  Mr.  William  P.  Harris,  Jr. 

855  Ellair  Place 

Grosse  Pointe  Park  30,  Mich. 

113.  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Sadowski 
(Elizabeth  Williams) 

46  Dickens  Rd. 

Claymont,  Del. 

114.  Mr.  Charles  Hinton  Silver 
"Midway  Plantation”,  R.F.D. 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

115.  Miss  F.  Lillian  Massenburg 
324  Gary  St. 

Henderson,  N.  C. 

116.  Mr.  Isaac  Marvin  Hilliard 
2611  S.W.  12th  St. 

Miami,  Fla. 

117.  Mrs.  E.  Bates  Nisbet 
2305  Woodhead 
Houston  9,  Tex. 

118.  Mrs.  Kate  H.  Parker 
P.  O.  Box  371 

San  Augustine,  Tex. 
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